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FRIDAY, MAY 23, 1975
FOURTH S5E5SION
(The hearing was reconvened at 9:15 p.m. pur-

susnt to the racess on Thursday, May 22, 1973.)

CHAIRMAN HALE: The meeting will come to
order. (Gavel.)
The Clerk will call the roll.
(The roll was called by the Clerk.)
CHATRMAN BALE: A quorum is present,

Menbers of the Committse, the Chair has a number

of subpoenas which Mr. Mitchell has prepared and given
to the Chair and requested that the Committae subpoena
these witnesses, three of whom I am advised are in the
courtroom here this eveming. Araulfo Guarra, who {8 the
District Attorney of Duval County, Adulio Briones of
Benpvides and Sandall Nys of Rio Grande City. Those are
the thves that Sve her, I balfeve, Mr. Mitchell?

MR, MITCNELL: Yes,

CHARRMAN HALE: Additionsl subpoanas for
Mr. Tim Jemes, Assistmat Attoyaey General in Austin; Mr,
. il Banges, Kingeviile; Morris Atlas.

Gene Powell, & T
He's an actornay, iMn't he?
IHI. MITCHELL: Yes. . - »n7
°‘“‘F§*!=!Atﬁ: ”ii he not &n sttexney in
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Mcallen? Reynaldo L. Guerra, customs broker in Roma,
Stary County.
Mr, William David Daneya, who is an attorney in
Corpus Christi. %
Mr, Charles Orr, from Houston. 1Is he an !
attorney?
MR, MITCHELL: Yes. He was here and

appeared for Mr., Couling.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Yes, one of the witnesses.

I believe he was the attorney for one of the witnesses.

Mr., Archer Parr, San Diego, who is or was or
m&y be County Judge.

Oscar D, Kirkland of Alice,

The Chair would entertain a2 motion that the
Chair be authorized to issue these subpoenas for these
witnesses.

MR, KASTER: So move.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr. Kastexr moves that the
Chair be euthorized to issue subpoenae in the name of the
Committae—for the appearance of the witnesses—

MR, LANEY: Mr, Chafirman, I would like
to move that we postpone further consideration of these
subpoents until we can have a chance to look over the
names and discuss it as a Committee.

CRAIRMAN BALE: All right.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
ASTIN TFXAS
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MR, S5LACK: How many do you have that ycu
are going to issue?

CHA IRMAN HALE: I read through the names.
There are about seven or eight here, I believe. There
are eleven.

Oscar D. Kirkland of Alice; Archer Parr,
San Diego; Charles Orr of Houston; William Benet of
Corpus Christi; Reynaldo Guerra of Romu; Morris Atlas of
McAllen; Gene Powell of Kingsville; Tim James of Austin;
Arnulfo Guerra of San Diego; Adulio Brionee of Benavides
and Randall Nye of Rio Grande City.

MR, SLACK: Thank you.

CHATRMAN HALE: Mr. Laney moves to
postpone action on the motion until the Committee has had
& chénce to look over the names on the subpoenss.

Is there any discussisn?

MR. KASTER: Is there any date when they
will appear? |

CHAIRMAR BALE: Mr. Mitchell advised the
Chair that if the subpoenss ware issusd that he would
authorize the Chair te f£1ill in the dates on them and

sort of £1it them inte & schedule, The dates that are

on hexe now, the way he s them typed up, they are all

sehedulad to appssz on May the 27th, which is next

| Tussday at 3:00 p.a. It occuxred to me that we would

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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not want the subpoenas 8ll returmable at the same time,
as a matter of courtesy to the witnesses. The Chair |
would stagger them, assuming that we do not have a

session Monday night, and X think in my talking with

some of you on the floor of the House, I think it's the

ganeral consensus that we not have & meeting Monday

night . i
Then Tuesday night we will probably still be

on witnesses that Mr. Canales will be presenting. I don't

gee that we would get to any of these earlier than

Wadnesday night, 8t the earliest, which would be the

28th,

MR, LANEY: Mr, Chasirman, that was the |
purpose for my motion, because I think we need to sit
down and discuss this and kind of plan out when we want
to take these, and I think we need to do it as & Committed.

That was my purpose for my motion.

MR. MALONEY: Mr, Chairman, may I be
heard on Mr. laney's motion?

CHAIRMAN HALE: Yes.

MR, MALONEY: Mr. Chairman, I thi{nk that
there is always & risk in this type of situvation in that
an investigating committee can be turned into a fishing
expedition, and I would not like to ses that happen to

this Committee.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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I would suggest before this Committee takes any
action on these subpoenas that the Cheir wouid suggest to
Mr. Mitchell that he provide the Committee with & short

|
I
- |
resumé of what he expects dny of these witnesses to !
|

. testify to, before we just start issuing subpoenas for
| everybody in the State of Texzas.
! i
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CHAIRMAN HALE: Ma. Thompson?

MS, THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, isn't next

wedk the laat week of the Session?

CHAIRMAN HALE: It's next to the me xt one,

the last week. The Session will end on June the 2nd,

at midnight, which 4is Monday. If you count that as a week,

then it would be next to the last week.

MS. THEOMPSON: I didn't know how we were
going to be running with ocur schedule on the floor,
realizing that in the past we have been going to
11100 o'closk on the Howe floor and try to f£finish up.

CHAIRMAN HALE: 7That conceivwably could be
4 problem next wask, There will be poseibly night
sesslons of the Rouse in the closing weak of the Session

and that will further complicats our scheduls.

My, Cansles hasn't concluded his witnesases. But

Mr. Mitchell is confronted with 8 problem that he can't

wait uatil Mr. Canmlas comcludes and thea come and requast
us for subpoenas, becsusa ft'e going to take some time to

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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!

are going to be on behalf of Mr. Canales?

get these subpoenas down d4nd get them served and give |
the people a little notice, so that they canm plan to be

up here,
MR. KASTER: The subpoenas that we lesue

CHAIRMAR HALE: We have issued about
8ix or gseven, I believe. And then we haa issued several
in the name of the Committee, on the Committee's own
motion. There were four of those today, I believe.

1s there #ny othey discussion on the motion?

MR, CHAVEZ: Which motion ars we on?

CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr., Kaster has moved to
authorize the Chairman to issus these subpoenas in the
oameé of the Committee and My, Lansey has moved to postpone
action on thwt metion until a later date, until we can
give—

MR. LANEY: Xf you need & similar meeting
Monday, Mr. Chairmtn, we could call the Chair on Monday.

CHAIRMAN HALE: I was going to say, we would
have to call & meeging for it, because we don't plan to
have, at lesst to hear any testimony Monday.

Mr. laney then moves to postpone action on the

motion until the meeting of the Committee on Monday.

MR, KASTER: One parliamentary inquiry:
You were going to issue them, sot .o kesp these wicncaucn{

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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but only as they are needed, would they have tc appear.

Is that what you indicated that you were going to do? |
I don't want to keep them here for a week or so. i

CRAIRMAN HALE: It was my thinking to :

stagger the dates. I asked Mr. Mitchell to arrange them |
in the order in which he thought he would want to present
the witnesses and then thought we would find ocut and get !
some general idea of about how many we might go through !
@ night and I would stagger the dates so that they would
not all have to come here at the séme time and sit here
two or three days waitiag to be called,

I don't know how accurately we can stagger
those dates, or how accurately we can guess a8 to when
we could get to them, but it would be— Obviously, we
know, for instance, we can't get to eleven witnesses
in one evening. So to have them all appear the sane
evening, we know, obviously ia going to incomvenience
seven or eight of them, because they won't ba heard that
evening.

Mr. Mitchell, how much trouble would it be for
you to provwids the Chair with just & short réauné of what
you expect te prove from each of these witneasss, so the
Committee could—

MR, MITCRELL: X could pretty wall tell
the Committee the Chair's desiras. I've got them pretty

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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well broken down.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Would you prefer to have it
in writing, Mr. Maloney?

MR, MALONEY: 1If he wishes to state it,

be able to get it, in the event that we have to obtain it
from the Ccurt Reporter.

MR, MITCHELL: Whatever the pleasure of the
Committee. I can provide 2 short rdsumé or I can dictate
it.

MR, CHAVEZ: Why don’t we let him write it
up, 80 we c&n get going with these witnesses. It's
almost 9:30 now,

CRATRMAN HALE: Yes, sir. Mr. Chavexz, the
Chair is ae anxious as you to keep this thing moving,
but some of thess little matters have to be taken care
of.

Ms. Weddington?

MS, WEDDINGTON: Would Mr, Raster accept
an amendment to his motion, if the substitute were to
fail that it would say that the gubpoenas would be issued
by the Chairman for whatever date he felt desirable, if
the Chairmen and Viea Chafrmen felt that they would deal
with subjects of intersst to the Committee?

CHATAMAN BALE: Well, it occurs to me that

' so that it's in the record, I'd like to know how fast we will

|
1
!
l
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Mr. Kaster and Mr. Laney, that we might—at least the

three witness subpoenas that are requested of people who ‘
are here in the Committee room tonight, we probably should
go ahead and issue, just in the interest of expediting

the service of those subpoenas.

MR. LANEY: What dates &re you planning to
put on those? That's my problem. I can't see how you
c&n expect them when we don't know how much longer
Mr. Canales' testimony is going to be., We have submitted
several by the will of the Committee, itself, today or
next Tuesday or Wednesday or whatever it {s8. I don't
really see that we can set a date and put a date in those
things at this time, without any preplanning. I realize
they are here, but if you put a date as of today or as
of Tuegday, it may be the next two weeks, besfore we get
to theam,

CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr, Kaster?

MR, KASTER: When we subpoeni witnesseas,
who bears the cost for them coming or if they are having
to stay here?

CHAIRMAN HALE: The Committee does. They
are entitled to reimbursement for theiy expsmsaes.

MR. RASTER: I think under thst circum-
stanse, since it's obviously not going to be early next

week, apparently, that we get to these, 1'll probably go

v

!
|
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o .
with Mr. Laney’'s motion, just in the interest of trying !
to save some money.

MR, SLACK: Mr. Chairman, is it the Chair'sg
intention to let Mx., Cansles conclude and then let Mr,
Mitchell present his evidence, or do you plan to
intaersperse, or what is the Chair's plan? i

CHAIRMAN HALE: The original plan that we
had agreed upon, I thought, waes that Mr, Canales would
presant whatevar evidence that he wantad to, to the
Committee &nd we would hear him out. Then Mr, Mitchell
would present whatever evidence he wanted to, to the
Committee; both praséntations being conditioned on the
fact that they don't unnecessarily prolong this into a
filibuster. What we want is facts and not just a lot of
repetitious gestimony.

| MR, SLACK: I think as far as I 88 personal!
concerned, I heartily concur with che Chair's view on
that and I think most of tha Committee.

Do we have any ider how many more witnesses
Mr. Canales has, or how long it will take?

MR, CANALES: I don't anticipate that much
more testimony on my pert, It will be based amntirely
on the Committee itself asg far as the presentation, or,

I mean, the questioms that irs &sked and how much depth

the Comaittes wants to go iate with the particulsr

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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witnesses. I have two or three people who have come up

' and suggested that they want to speak to the Committee,

' not on my own motion, or suggest they come up here and

voluntaeer, so 1 don't know if chey are going to stop or
1f they lreléoing to stop.

MR. SLACK: It's not our intention to
cut anybody off. But you have?

MR. CANALES: Three more witnesses.

MR. SLACK: Three more and then any

number of volunteers that you are not in a position to say

how many will appear voluntarily, but you have three more?

MR. CANALES: The naxt gentlemen who is

going to appear, I have not requested his presence and

he came to testify this evening. I don't anticipate that

it will take more than ten or fifteen minutes for him to

say what he's gRoing to say.

I would like to agk the Chair at this time,

because I understand from the Parliamentarian that under

the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure that subpoenas are
entitled tc plaintiff and those rules do apply to this

Committee's meeting, 1 assume,

1 have several witnesses present who are under

subpoena--—under the Rules of the House. 1 have several

witnegses undaer subpoena which I am through with and any

ones that the Chair and Mr, Mitchell are.in agreement to

LR L
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relesse is fine with me. And any omes that you went to
retain 13 fine with me. It's for the economy of the
Committee and mothimg elsa.

CRAIRMAN HALE: Mr, Chavez?

MR, CRAVEZ: Postpona our action tonight

and see how these witnesses go, which mey be one night

with one witness. At that time we can decide.
CHAIRKMAN HALE: All right, Mr., Kaster has

movad that the Chair be authorized to iesue these aleven

subpo¢nis. Mr. lLeney has moved to postpone action on

this until & called maeting of the Committee on Monday.

Ia there any further discussion?

MR, SLACK: Mr. Chairman, Kaster withdrew
his motion,

MR, EASTER: I think X will, yes, sir,

CRAIRMAN HALE: All right. Mr, Kaster
withdraws his motion,

The motloa pending before the Committes then is
the motion by My. Laney that we postpone action on——or &
decision on these eleven aubposnss until & eslled meeting
of the Committés on Monday, Is ¢t correctly stated Mr.

MR. LANEY: Tes,
CHASAMAN RALE: And assuming if this motion

cltl’!.el,. 'tb u‘t :

ﬁ 1 PQ.‘mﬁ in the mm.'imv you

HIC K'MM R_EPQRTING SERVICE
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can provide the Chair with just a little short synopsis of;

'

- what you expect from each of these witnesses, so that we

would bave it avallable for the Committee when we meet
on Monday.

MR, MITCHELL: Yes. I will blueprint, if
1 can, Mr. Chairmsn, the relevancy of each witwess. For
example, where we bought our cement; how much of our own
equipment we have; thie sort of thing. I will keep it
relevant as to what has transpired, as best I can.

CHAIRMAN HALE: That would be excellent.

MR. MITCHELL: And one, for example, is my
accountant. I wint to be sure he 18 in pocket.

CHAIBMAN HALE: The Chair would certainly
appreciate your help on that &nd I know the Committee would
too, to expedite cur decision on the issuance of these
subpoenas,

Then the pending motion is Mr. Laney's motion
to postpone &ction on these eleven subpoends until a called
meeting of the Committee on Monday,

(The motion, being put to & vote, cérried.)

CHAIRMAN HALE: The "Ayea™ have it and the
motion prewvails.

' ~ The pending business bafore the Committee is
HSR 13i. Mr. Canales, if you will, call your mext witness.

MR. CANMALES: Mr. Chairman, I would like to

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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introduce at this time Mr. Fudocio Garcia &t this t ime.
E-u-d-o-c-i-0, first neme. The iast name 1is Gaxrcia,
Ge8t-P-c-1.2.

Mr. Garcia will testify regarding his meeting

and introduction to & Mr. Tomas Elizondo.

Mr. Tomgs Eiiszondo is the individusl who has
been discussed bedfore this Comwiittes as being in the |
employ of Judge ¢, P, Carrillo and beiag paid by the
County of Duval,

CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr. Garcia, it's my duty

as Chairmsg to advise you of your righte with raference

to your teatimony. You will be ewoxrn to tell the truth
and your fe#ilure to do eo could gubject you to prosecutioé
for perjuxy.

Aftar you have completed your stitement, mamber
of the Committes nay ask questions coneerniﬂgyuur
testimony. You must answar these qunncioas truth£u11y
and your refusal o do so eould subject you to punishment
for contempt.

You can rafuse to answer questious only on
the grounds that such angwers might incrimingte you or
tend ts incriminate you in some way. You ags privileged
to lave an attorney of your selection ait with and advise
you &8 to youx sssgars, if you desire,

# The Chair will atteapt to protect your rights

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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at ali times. i
Do you understand the advice I have given you? i
MR. GARCIA: Yes, sir. |
CHA IRMAN HALE: Ara you now rea&dy to 5
testify?
MR. Ga""14: Yes, ~1ir,

CHA IRMAN HALE: Would you pledge stand and

ralse youwr right hand, |

(The witness was sworn by the Chairmén.)

MR, EUDOCIO GARCIA "
wag cdlled as a witness by the Plaintiff and, baing first
duly sworn, testiffed as follows:

CHAIRMAN HALE: Would you please, for
the reacord, state your nime &8nd your mailing address?

A My name is Eudoecioc Gaxcia. My mniiins address
is P. 0, Box 4 in Roma.

CHdAIRMAN HALE: PFine. You may proceed
with whatever statemen. you care to make to the Committee)
Mr. Garcia,

MR, CANALES: Mr. Chairman, I would 1like
to ask first of Mr. Eadoedov Garcia:

Q In what county 1s Boma, Texas? You live in
Roma, you said?

A Yes, six.

o

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q In what county isd kowa?
A Roma is in Starr County.

Q As the bird flies, how far is that from Duval

. County?

A I would sey about & hundred and probably fifty
miles.

Q Do you hive any polillicel interwsts in Duval
County a¢ ail?

A No, sir.

Q Mr. Gareis, would you tell this Commitcee then
your acquaintance &nd how it came &bouc with Mr. Tomas
Elizonde?

A About @9ix weeks &go, I happened to be involved
in an elgction reeoount in Rio Grande City and I was
introduced to Mr. Tomes Elizondo by another gentleman,
Pred Pilon from Roms.

Q Excuse nb. Mr. Gaxela., Let me interrupt you a
moment at this point.

Who is Mx. Fred Pilon?

Mx. Fread Pilon is from Roma.
What is his oceupation?

He is a court imterpreter.

> O -

Q A court {nterpestyy., For the County Court, the

District GCourt, the JP Court?

A No, sir. I think he's for the Distriect Court.
Q For the District Couxt in that area?

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
AUSTIN, TEXAS
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A Yes, six.

Q Thaet would then be che 2297 Right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Thank you., Proceed with your statement.

A Mr. Pi{lon told me, “This is Mr. Tomas Elizondo
and he is a zanch foreman for Judge 0. P. C&rrillo.”rﬂe
said '"Mr. Elizondo would be huulimg some water Irom the
city water plant and we would like for you to extend any
courtesies necessavy to this gentleman."” That's the
extent of the conversation 4and hovw come I met Mr. Tomss
Elizondo,

Q Mr. Garcia, as far ag hauling water, what is
your coccupation there in Roma?

A I am the manager for the Utilit ies Dapartment
for the City of Roma.

Q Why would anybody want to be hauling weter?

A We are having a pretity bad drought in that
ares and this water is used for csattle out in the ranches
and it's done very cnommonly.Most of the people in our
area haul water.

Q And this water then wes intended to be used to
water livestock with?

A Yas, sir,

Q Who were you to look for payment tof Mr. Tomas

Elizondo?

l
|
}
|
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A No, sir. Wy. Fred Pliom cakos cave oi che biiis.
Q Mr. Fred Pilon wiil céke c&re oL taa vlii?

A Yes, sir, . ‘
Q Where does Mr. Fred Pllon live? t
A Mr. Fred Pilon lives in Roma.

Q In Roma proupaer?

A Yes, sir,

Q Thank you, Mr. Gaxcia,. i

MR, CANALES: I ueve uno further guestions,

|
Mrx. Chairman. i
|

QUESTIONS BY THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

BY CHAIRMAN HALE

Q Who 18 Fred Pilon? How doge ha get¢ into this
investigation that we are in?

A Mr. Pilon is an 4nceepretesr for, 1 think, the
District Court in Rio Graada City. And, of course, he
does some water hauling on the side for raackers out in
the surrounding aresa aand particeularly for Judge Carrillo.

Q As I undexstocd it, you talked to Tumag Elizondol?

A Yes, s8ir,

Q And he told you that Pred Pilon would be hauling
some water?

A No, sir, Frad hauls weter most of the time,

but he was the one that f{atreduced ms to Mr, Ellzonde.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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A de told me that Mr. cilzondc would be hauling
some water, and for us to just go zhead &and extend the
courtesy and just charge him the bills to Mr. Pilon.

Q I see, 1 see,

in other words, Mz, Pilon says, "Look, I‘il
pay the bili, but you go &head and give Mr. Llizondo
whatever he wants! in effect. Is that about winat it
amounts to?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you know who Mr. Elizondo was?

A No, sir. Not at the time, until later om, that
I was told that he was from Duval County and he was work-

ing for the county im Duval County.

Q Did Mr. Elizondo then later contact you?

A He came by to take water.

Q Pid he get water?

A Yes, air.

Q Did you supply him with water?
A Yes, sir.

Q How much?

A

I don't know the esact amount. They have a
pretty big water-trailer truck that hauls in the vicinity
of 6,000 gallons, And that truck comes arowad there

about, oh, about three times a day. '

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q Does he come every day?
4 I see him & imcst every day.
Q So they were hauling about 18,000 galions of

water & day?

A Yes, s8ir.

Q How muchx do you charge for & thousadnd gallions
of water?

A We @re cutirging two Gollaxrs per chousand,

Q Bave you bean biliing My, Piiow Ior 811 thac
water?

A Yes, siz.

Q Is Mr, Eiizondo driving the truck, or whatever

the vehicle was?

A No, sir., Wheu I saw Me. Elizondo he was not
driving. Mr. Pilon is the drivax.

Q I see. Mr., Eilizouado is not there with the
truck every time it loads water?

A No, sir.

Q How many times did you sae Mr. Eligondo?

A I saw Mr. Eiimonda, after I met him, probably
about twice or three times; two or three times.

Q 1f they took 18,000 gillons of witer & day,
that would be $36 a day you'd ba billing them. 1Is that
right?

A Yes, sir, That would be corract,

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q About $36 & 6y for waler, Do you know where

this water was goiag to ve used?

A No, sir. Not exactly. I couldn't tell you. All

I know is that Mr. Pilon tells me that this was for O.

P.'s cows. I would just have to assume thet that's where

it goes.

Q Does gudge Cawvwilio have & vaach close to
Roma 7

A It's aiviy cLicae,

Q How icvrge @ ranech is at?

A 1 wouida't kaow exaceciy, sir.

Q About how nany nedd of cacttle doea he run?

Do you have any idaa?

A There again, I couldn't tell you.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Thank you,
Mr. Maloney?

BY MR. MALONEY

Q Mr. Garcia, you said thet you were introduced
to Mr. Elizondo about six weeks &2go?

A Approximately. Yes, sir.

Q This would be then somewhere around the first
week in April?

A It was about the middle of April.

Q Under what circumstances did you meet him? You

said something about an election recount?

|
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A Yes, gir, We ware having a4n ¢.ection recouat.

&

O0f course, My. fSiizondo had @ brocvhers thac is aiso the

Court Reporter and 1 imagine ic ic sort of a family

affair. They were all out at the Courthouse in Rio Grande:

City when I met him,

Q Do they Live in Reio Svande Civy?
A Ne, siz., Y doum't chink so. They live up in

Duval County, somewaweie.

Q wa g there day parcicular regson chat you know
of that they were iavolved im your election recount?

A Other than they either work for the Judge or
they are close frlends to the Judge, that thay would be
there. Other than that, I wouldn't know.

Q Well, what h&e the Judge got to do with your

election recount?

A He's in charge of the process, in the recounting

process.

Q Wmt type of an election was thia?

A We had two elections and they were both
counted at the sime time, A city election and a school
district election.

Q Tomas Elf{szondo was there &t that time?

A Yes, sir.

Q Mr. Pilon waa there at that time?

A

Yas, air.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q 18 Mr. Piion aa official of any kind?

\
I
A He is an interprecer ¥ov che District Court im 1
Rio Grande City. That's the only official capacity that I ;

| |

know he has.

Q What District Couxrt is that? ‘

ber, the convers&cics you had wich Mrx. Pilon in which

A 229¢h. |
Q Wae &6 vaw Judgs ol tmae? ﬁ
A Judge G. P, Cazwiilo. i
Q Will you velace Co us, s besc ag you can ramem-\
|
|

he introduced Mr., Elizoudo to you?

A I believe tlut 8il we ware talking about at the |
time was how bad a drought we were baving 4nd that's aebout
the time when he Lactroduced me to this gentleman.

Q Wag the gentlemsn you were iatroduced to
present at that time?

A Yes, sir.

Q Wag there anyone else present at this intro-
duction, other tham Mr. Pilon, yoursaelf and Mr, Elizondo?

A There whs a pretty large crowd at the time, and
we were right at the entraace of the District Courtroom
where the recount wie teking plase. There ware, oh, aix
or eight oxr ten paaéle avound thoérve.

Q Were they involved in your conversation?

A No, eir. I don't believa so.

HICKMAN RKEPORTING SERVICE
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Q Whoet, ex&ctliy, ¢La My..rilon S8y Lo veu :ia
regards to this wipiroduction?

A All he said is hae cailed me Botcher. He
sald, "Botcher, I want to introduce to you this gentleman,
He 1s the ranch foreman for Judge 0. P, Carrillo. Hc |
will be hauliﬁg some water Ywom yow plaac., 1 would
appreciace iv i¥ you wouid extend any courcesies
necessary to Mr. Elizondo ana chéwge wuay biil ne
mAy need. I wilk take care of it lacer." Amd cimt was

the extent of it.

Q Had you @ver mat Mr, Eilizondo bafore?

A Not bafore., ]
|
|

Q And the only times you have ever seen him |
I
|

since were the times he was with Mr. Pilion?

A That is correct, sir.

Q Whetts wis the next tima you saw him after this?

A It was either the following day, or the day
aftexy that—after the recount. He was at the water
plant and I greeted the man when he came there and we
talked briefly about the weather and the drought. I saw
him another time after that. I don't atay at the plant
all the time, but I do know that the truck comes by every
day.

Q Will you deacribe to the Committee the pro-

cedura by which sémeons buys water? Do they drive their

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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hl h
I truck up to your pawuill
4 We BRVE & Bpedidl Weled S0UJLCOmenl Tignl cnere
' .. Dby the plant th&t has & speciral bullit wacer pipe that coaes
|

| up from the ground and then comes off the side iike a

"T". 1It's got & Flexible hosc and it's got @ big old

a}i gadget to cura it on end odd. Saus you fill uwp &ilther

- @ plckup or & truck ov w buy vrdilew chac comes Za for |
g | water. It's & very siwple operdiion and you have this :
0 ! done every day & whoie ouach ofF cimus & duy. ;
1o Q I imagine thovre are @ lot ol rucks cthen that %
1 come in and £ill up &t your pisnc? T
12 A Yes, sir, |
13 Q After a person has fiilad up tawir truck, what
14 do they do chan?

IS A Either they pay cash or chey will teil the

16 water pump attendant to chaxge &t to so and so and what

1T the attendant doea, he will just put down the date and

18 the amount, &nd that's the extent of it.

19 | Q No one signs for the watex?

20 A No, sir,

21 Q Have you ¢checked your records in regards to

22 thess events before you came up here to testify?

23 A Yes, sir.

24 Q Are there any records in your possession or

25 as part of your business that have anythiag to reflect

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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that water was bought by Towmas Llizondo!

A Wa wouldn't have charged it to Tomas tilzondo
anyway.

Q Why not?

A We charged it to Fred Pilon &nd, in turn, Fred

will get the momey from the Judge and pay us.

Q What was cthe point of asking you if Mzr. Elizondo—

asking you to extaend every courtesy to Mr. Elizondo?

A The point waa that I did aot know Mr. Elizondo,

prior to that conversatfion., Therefore, we don't extend
credit to just anybody that walke up there and says,
"I want 6,000 grllons of water. Charge them to me."
We don't do it like that. They either put up & deposit
and then we let them take so much and we'll take the
money out of that deposit. 1f we can't do that, then
they pay cash every time they take a load of weter.

Q Did Mr. Pilon have an account with you
already, did he not?

A Yes, sir.

Q And hea ws just continuing to charge this
water to himself, was he not?

A That {3 correct.

Q 8¢, agtually, you never entered into aay
financial transsctions with Bifxondo or Judge Carrillo?

A Wo, sir.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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R, And your records do mot reflact that you ever
did?
\
A Jes, sir. The record reflects that Fred Pilon

is hauling for Q. P. Carrillo. That's what it sdys on the

record.
\
Q It does \ay cthat oa your record?
A Yes, sir. ecause that'e the way Fred Pllon

told us to do it.

Q What is you\ business address?

A P. 0. Box &;\‘I meaa, P. O, Box 18, We don't
mve & street address, hﬂg it 18 right there, well, the
only way to tell you is Q\eﬁa the water tower {=.

Q  Bue it iz ia R““\\?

A Yes, 8ir, It's 14 Roma ,

Q Iat me g8k y(u_ta\%: How do you bBill? Do you
send someane & atnteunnr @t the end of the month, or does
someone aome by and jwi: settle up with you?

A Same pwople, l'e send them & statement at the
end of the menth, Othetd. they come in wvery two weeks
or once & waek, or Ancq k month and settle with us.

Q Heow about Hr} Pilon?

A Fred pays uaﬁsbout every two weeks,

Q Does he pay {aaht You do not send him a

\
statement? |
\

A No, sir. We ﬂ%n't.

Garcis __4=-30
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MR . MALONEY: That's all thac I have. Thank

you.
CRAIRMAN HALE: Mr, Glack? :

MR, 3LACK: Mr. Chairman, if I may, I would;

1o

I

12

13

14

15

16

17

IR

21

22

23

like to direct a question to counsel, Mr, Canales.
I don't understand, Mr. Canales, what's being

shown here? I regrat very much my inability to digest

this, but I don't know what we are doing, really. If you

. would help me, I would appreciate {it.

MR, CANALES: Mr. Slack, there has been &
question before the Committee as to whether Mr. Tomss

Elizondo was actumlly in the employ of Judge Carrxillo

vhile getting paid by the County payroll. On the records

that we had yesterday, we went over with Mr. Octavio
Hinojosa, if you will recall, Mr. Tomes Elizondo wes
on the firgt page to the tune of $750 per month. This 1is
the same Tomas Elizondo, who was introduced by Judge
Carrillo’s court ¢nterpreter &8s being"Judge Carrilio's
ranch foreman,"

This mn wes being paid $750 2 month by the
County in Duval, was dowm in Starr County hauling water
for Judge Carrilleo’s ranch and was introduced 2s his
ranch foremin, by the court interpreter.

‘MR, SLACK: Thank you, sir. I appreciate

it. Sorry I didn't grasp that., That's all I have.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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MR. RENDRICKS: 1 pass. !
CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr, Nabers?
Mr. Kaster? Mr. Donaldson? Mr. laney?
MR, LANEY: Ppass, |
CHAIRMARN HALE: Ms. Thompson!?
Ms. Weddiagton?
BY MS. WEDDINGTON
Q I have a coupie of quieck questions. Did Mr.
Elizondo, when you either met him or had subsequent con-
versations with him, sdy anything thet would either con-
firm or deny this gtatement that he was Judge 0. P.
Carrillo’s ranch forsman?
A No, md'am.
Q Did  nay &nything to you sbout his duties or
that he needed %o get back to the ranch?
A He did not amaka any statement,
qQ Do yeu knew who owned the truck that Fred Pilon
was driving?
A Fred told me that #t belonged to Judge Carrillo.
Q Hﬁcn did he tell you that?
A He told me the firyst time I saw him with it.
Fred is & friend of mine and we talk. I asked him where
he got the r{g? And he said, "It belongs to the Judge."
Q Did you aever see Elizondo driving & truck?

A No.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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water?

A

In what hours did you see them picking up the

! |

I wouldn't remember, ma ‘am, but very likely in

the morning, because Fred comes in first thing in the |

| morning, every morning.

Q
Judge?

A

been a full-time job for the last two months.

Q

fanterpretsr. duties?

A

ever go to the Courthouse.

Q

spent a whole lot of time hauling water?

A

doing the same thing.

BY MR. CRAVEZ

Q

gondo when he was 4{n the truck with Mr. Pilom?

A

Q

What hours does Fred Pilon normelly work for thei
Is his a full-time job?

I don't know. Aa fer ag I can see now, it's

His court-reporter duties, or I mean hls court

I den't know about his court duties, but I hardli
But you would say that he recently has just
Yes, ma'am, A lot of the ranchers have been

MS. WEDDINGTON: Thank you, Mr., Chairman,
CRAIRMAN HALE: Mr, Chavezx?

These two or three times that you saw Mr, Eli-
Two times he was in the truck.

You don't kaow what time of day this was?

Ho’ .£r¢
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Q How long have you known this fellow, Pilon?

A I have known Fred for, oh, twenty-five years.

Q You have slways known him to be a sourt in-
terpreter?

A Mo, sir. I have seen him at the Courthouse as |

an interpratar. i

Q Frequently?

A No, I don't go there too often. But I have been
there saversal times in the past year and Fred s always
been there,

Q Is that in coanection with the case that they
tried down there with the Guerras?

A 1t's been in connaction with several lawsuits
and cases that have been tried.

Q And the bank suig?

A And mostly in regirds to politics; either school
election laswsuits or city laweuits.

Q You den't have any personal knowledge as to
vhether Pilon 48 & full-tise eaployes or & part-time
employee?

A No, sixr. I dem't.

Q And you mve no pﬂtiﬂ!ﬁl knowledge, iithor.;
about Elizendo, seither way?l

o No, sir. o

-.Q The truek, this rig, does it have any lettering

HICKMAN REPGRTING SERVICE
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on {t, signs, or anything?

A No, sir. It doesn't say anything on it. I
haven't noticed.

Q Does it have an exempt license plate or a
regular license plate?

A it pidn't have a license plate at the beginningL
I don't know if they have one on it now.

Q What about the truck?

A I don't think there was one on there either,
S5ee, my police officer asked me 1f {t was all right to
give that man & ticket and I told him to let him go.
Be oaid, "He doesn't have a license plate on it."

Q Now, when you say "my policesman,” are you—

A The fellow works for the City of Roma. The
policeofficear that works for the City of Roms.

Q Are you an elected official also?

A No, sir. I am an appointed one,

Q Wht's your capscity?

A I am the manager,

Q The city manager?

A I manage the Utilities Department.

Q When you said, "My police officer," you meant
8 police officer from Roma?
A Yes, sir.

1
Q You don't have any authority over him?

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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A No.

Q Well, why would he a8k you whether to give him |
& ticket or not?

A I beg your pardon?

Q Why would he ask you whether to give him a
ticket or not?

A I kind of run the show in thae City Hall. They
8ll look to me to answer some of their questions and
help them with their problems and I sometimes call the
shoga.

Q Whose is the Mayor there?

A The Mayor 4s Mrs, Irms Euniee,

Q But yeu run the progrea thexe?

A Yes, sir.

Q You didn't parcicipete in any way as a witness
in any ef those lawsuits? I sm mot talkiag sbeut the
election lawsuits., I am ealking abdout the bank, the
Suerras, and Maages?

A No, sir.

Q Gliff Manges?! Do you know ClifZf Wmuges?

A No, eir.

i . MBR. CHAVEZ: That's all, Mr. Chpirman.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Fine. Thank yem, Mr.
Chiaves. Are there say furtheér questions of this vitness?

Mr. Maloney!?

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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intcrpnumr in the 229th District Courtt?

BY MR. MALONEY

P —

Q Just one short one.

Mr. Garcia, you seid that Mxr. Pilon was the court

A That is correct, sir.

Q And you said that you had discovered that,
you had seen him at the Courthouse? Is that correct?

A I will have to assume this, because every time
1 go there, he is the fnterpreter, but I cansot tell you
that this was wvhat the record shows.

Q What do you mean, "he is the intexrpreter"?

A Well, we have atny cases in Starr County where
one of the parties iavolved cannot speak English. Thereforﬁ,
they hire NMr. Pillom to fatexpret for this fallew that:6is
defieient {n the English langpage.

Q How do you kmow ﬁﬁ;zr

A Beosuse I have been present when this Lis taking
place. |

Q You have been prefent ia the courtroom where he

| was doing some lncnrprtttnstfo: & witness? 1s that

nprrcct?
A That's correct.
Q How do you know that he was an emplXoyee of the

courthouse?
A I didn't say cthat ba was an employse, but he is

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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an interpreter. As far as the employment part of it is,
1 don't know if this man is doing it om 8 vocluatary
bastia or for monetary gain, but it is a known fact that
Mr. Pllon is & court interpreter,

Q Well, that's what I am asking you. How do you
know that? You said, "it's & known fact." 1 didn't know !
it., Now, how do I know it?

A If you want to take my word for it,

Q No, sir. I would be glad to take your word for

it. You are under oath.

A Yes, sir.

Q I just want to know how you know he is employed
by the courthouse?

A 1 just happen to know, becSuse I see the man the
all the time and as foar as I am concerned, it'e a known
fact.

MR. MALONEY: That's all I have.
CHAIRMAN HALE: Ma. Thompson?
BY M3, THOMPSON

Q You indiceted that you sre appointed to your
position?

A Yes, oa'am,

Q By whom?

A By the Mayor.

MS. THOMPSON: Thank you.

re
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CHAIRMAN HALiL: Mr. Kaster?

i? BY MR. KASTER

S

How often does the court meet there in Roma?

1 Does the Judge come— I mean, that's not the normal?

A

We don't have a court in Roma. It's in Rio

%f Grande City.

Q
A

Q
A

Q

County?
A

Q

A

Q

that near
A

City.

Q
A
Q
A

Court? Is that where they normally sit?

think this wes a check made out by 0. P. Carrille, to

Is that the normal place where the court is? |
Yes, sir. |
How far is it from Rom& to Rio Grande City? !
Thirteen miles,.

Right close. Rio Grande City then is in Starr

Yes, sir.

Is that the headquartere of the 229th District

Yes, sir.
And this ranch that the water 1s going to, 1s
Roma ?

It 18 closer to Roma than {t is to Rio Grande

And Mr. Pilon always pays you by cash; not check?
No. He did give us a4 check this last time.
Was it his persomal check, or a company check?

I am not altogether sure on this one, but I

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Fred and Fred turns it over to the Water Dep&rtment. [rior

to that, he was always paying cash for it and he was

getting reimbursed for expenses.

Q And then you just saw Mr. Elizondo & couple of
times?
A Yes, sir. I don't spend & lot of time at the

plant myself,
Q You spend most of the time 8t your business

ag a manager of the Water District?

|

A Mostly at City Hall and running other businesses.

Q I didn't understand., Did you see him driving
the truck and picking up water?

A No, sir. Not him, Fred is the driver. He
rides shot-gun.

Q So you just saw Mr. Elizondo a couple of times
in Roma. Then he lives where? Does he live~~ Do you know
where Mr. Elizondo livea?

A 1 don't kanow where he lives. He's in Duval
County, but I wouldn't know emactly where he lived.

Q And it was some time during the day you would
see him and just a couple of timas?

A That ia right.

MR, KASTER: Thauk you.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Ave there !urghnr qunsticnli

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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BY CHAIRMAN HALE

Q Mr. Garcia, is this gentlem2n's name Fred Pilon?
Yes, sir.
P-6~1-0-n?

P-{.1l-0-n,

o> OO0

P-i-l-0o-n. Thank you.
The interpreting that you saw him doing was

in Starx Cowmty?

A That {8 correct, sir.
Q Have you ever seen him interpret in any other
county?

A Ko, sir,
CHAIRMAN HALE: Are there any other
questions of this witness?
Mr. Canales, do you have any further questions
thet you want to ask?
MR, CANALES: No, sir.
CHAIRMAN BALE: Thank you very-much. We
appreciate your being here.
(The witness, Mr. Eudocfo Garcia, waz excused.)
CHAIRMAN HALE: Call your next witness,
Mr, Canales.
MR. CANALES: Mr. Chai{rman, at this time
I would like to call a Mr. F. B. Canales.

Mr. Chairman, My, F., H, Canales 1isp a resident

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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of Benavides, Texas and can enlighten the Committee on
&any of the transactions that took place regarding the
removéls and suspensions and appointments, et cetera,
and I bel feve, and he will correct me if I am wrong, he
1s employed with the Duval Water Conservation, or whatever
it is called, Water District, as far as 1 am concerned,
And I think he has been employed there for about & year,
and was an insurdnce salesman for the rest of his carear. |

I am sure the Gommittee knows more or less the
area in which he will be testifying as far as the removel
suite.

I think Mr, Canstles will also testify to a
conversation which he had with Judge Carrtllo @ few days |
before the removal suites were even filed in court, in
vhich Judge Caerillo persontlly told him that they would
be removed. I don't know whether it was a few days or
not before, but Judge Cartillo told them it didn't make
any difference if Parrs pegpie ran or not, they were
go ing to get removed anyway, if they won.

CHAIRMAN BALE: Thank you, Mr. Cankles,

Mr. Camalss (to the Uitnul), it is my duty
&s Chaivann Iﬁ advise yYou of your rights with reference
to your testimony, ‘!ou will ba swora to tell the truth
and your failure to do so ecould subject you te &

prosesution for perjury.
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After you have completed your statemenct,
members of the Committee may ask questions concerning
your testimony. You must answer these questions
truthfully and your refusal to do so, could subject you
to punishment for contempt.

You caa refuse to answer questious only on the
ground thet such answers might incriminate or tend to
incriminate you in some way. You are privileged to have
an attorney of your selection git with and advise you as
to your anawers, if you desire,

The Chlitﬁrill attempt to protect your rights
at all times. |

Do you understand the advice I have given you?

THE WITHESS: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Are you now ready to
teastify?

THE WITNESS: VYes, sir,

CHAIRMAN HALE: Would you stand and be
sworn, please.

(The witnass was swvorn by the Chairman,)

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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MR. F. H., CANALES
was called as 8 witness by the Plainciff and, having
been duly sworn, testified as follows: i
CHA IRMAN HALE: Would you statz your n&me \
and your meiling address?
A My name 1is ¥. H. Canales, Box 422, Benavides,
Texas.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. CANALES

Q Mr. Canales, before we proceed with this

testimony, I wish you would tell the Committee if you

are related to me, a8 I think you informed me earlier

that we were related. I wish you would tell the Committep

what relationship wa are, if we are, in fact, related,.

A Representative Canales and I gye ‘gécond cousins

Q How do we figure that one?

A Your father &nd my fathoer were first cousins,

Q That would make us esecond cousina?

A Second cousins.

Q Now, Mr. GCamhales, you bave bafore you on your
left side a 1list of £ive people, the first ome being
My. Manuel Asaya, Would you tall us what the occupation
of Mr. Manuel Amaya, Jr, is right now?

A At the present, he is an appointes: by Judge
0. P. Carrille to Oonqtggiqp-:. Precimnt 1.

1

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q Wags he appointed by Judge 0. P. Carrillo or
was he appointed—

A I mesn appointed by Dam Tobin. I'm sorry.
Dan Tobin was appointed by Judge Carrillo.

Q Do you know Mr, Nicolas Garcia, personally,

from Concepcion, Texas?

A No.
Q Do you know Ernesto Benavidea from Realitos,
Texas?

A No. 1 know him, but— Yes, I know him.

Q Do you know Roberto Elizondo from Benavides,
Texas?
A Yes.

Q Would you tell u=2 what his officisl position

is, if any?
A He is & Court Reporter to the 229th District
Court.

Q Would you tell us who Mr. Morris Ashby is?

A At the present, he is the President of the
appointed board by Judge 0. P, Carrillo.

Q Is that on the Benavides Iandependent School
District Board?

A Yes. That's right,

Q Is he also employed by Mr, Clinton Manges of

the Duval County Ranch Compiny or Corporation?

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
AUSTIN, TEXAS
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A That, I have aeard, but I coulda't tell you
exactly on that. .

Q Mr. Canales, you do work with the Water DistrLCF
in some fashion. What i{s your position there? %

A I don't exactly work for it. I am & Board ‘
Member, & Director of the Water District. I am the
Secretary to the Board,

Q How much do you get paid in that particular
position?

A $25 a meeting.

Q §25 a meeting.

Have you ever been approached by Mr. Manuel
Ansys in the capacity in which you serve as a Director
of the Water District?

A Yes.

Q What was the request of Mr. Manuel Amaya, when
he approached you?

A He requested that he wanted to be put in the
agenda, becsuse Mr, Clinton Manges wanted for the Duval
Wmtar and Consexrvation District, which 1 am & Bosrd
Membar, to throw & water line to his ranch,

Q Row far s the ranch from the nessrest source of
wates?

A that would have to be thitown from Freer, whiech

Fraexy hao 1ts own Water District and ve would hewve to

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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throw {t about five and a half miles.

Q What aize of pipe line?

A This discussion of the size of the pipe line i
Was not entered into. i

Q Do you have any ides of what a pipe line of |
this nature would cost, assuming an average pipeline

that would be necessary to deliver water five and a

half miles?
A ¥o, sir,
Q Kot even & gusess?
A No.,

Q Okay. What did Mr. Manuel Amaya tell you on
the date on which he asked you to put the cemstruction
of this five and & half mile water line from Freer to
Duval County ramgh hesdquarters? Wwhat did he indioste,
or who did he indisate he was working for at that time?

A FYor Mr, Gliaton Manges.

Q Duval Cowmty?

A Duwval County ranch. He also approsched the

general manager of the Water District and {nformed thea that

ve useded a letter teo that effeet to be put in ths
agends, which 41§ was and I kave 8 copy of that letter.
Q You hSve & copy of & letter that he gave to the
Wagar Districts ststimg that he wss employéd by the Duvel|
County R-ach?

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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IR

A I do. . !
MR. CANALES: 1 would like to submit this i
into evidence, unless the Committee would like to.get
coples for their own personal use.
]CHAIRMAN HALE: Avre these duplicate copiles?
A Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN HALE: We don't need them both,
Give him that one back, Take one of these and make copies
for everybody here.
(The ietcar referred to was
mirked "Exhibit.16" for
tdentificacion.)
CHAIRMAR HALE: Is there something on the
back of the letter?
MR, CANALES: Yea, Mr. Chairman, I think
there is & copy of the letterhead, or some letterhead.
CHAIRMAN HALE: Photocopy both sides of it,
Gat coples of both sides. You may proceed, Mr. Canales.
Q Nr, Canales, in front of you, on the other
leghl sise psge thare that you lu ve in the front, would
you go nhf»ggh that list apd tell us the menbers who are
praseatly mvm en the GEQnd Jury, and I gusss it's
conveaned in Sen Dlago. Would you tell us whish one of
thoss nesbars that are 110”!! tisxre #ye serving on the
Graand Jury? o
A I don't know {£ 1 could do all that correctly.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
' ALSTIN. TEXAS -




O

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Capales  4-49

Q vell, 1f you will hold on, I think I have a

copy.

Gentlemen, I have one right here,

Would you look at the first name on that
1ist of Grand Jurors chosen and state that pame for the
Committee, please?

A Santiago Garcia.

Q Do you know Mr. Santilago Garcia?

A Yes, sir,

Q In what capacity does Mr. Garcis work?

A He {s appointed to the Bengtvides Independent
School District Board, which wea appointed by Judge
0. P. Carrillo.

Q Judge O, P, Carrillo appointed this same
Santisgo Garcia, to the Bemavides Independent School
Distyict Board?

A Yes, sir,

Q Could you tall me the name of the next nember
on the Grand Jury liast there that was chosen?

A G. A, Jack Damron.

Q Demron, De8-m-r-o-n, from Freer, Tamas.

Do you know Mr. Déaron?

A Ho,.l dom'c.,

Q@ Do you know whers he works?

A I don't kmow:that, &ither.

|
!
|
|

‘
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Would you tell mo the next name on the list,

|
|
Aurelio Correa. !
Do you kuow Mr. Aurelioc Correa? |
i do. He is the present superintendent of |
l
What i# the unext uame on the 1list?
Fidenclo Saenz—

Ro. 1 want the names on that short 1list that

Okay.

Mr. Jack Denmron is on the—
Magis Aguayo.

Do you know Ms. Marim Aguayo! That's A-g-u-a-y
Ne. Maria Aguayo is employed dy the Water

By the Water District,

Could you state the naxt name that is on the

Bomero Alamixgs,

Bo you know My, Homero Alamarexz?

¥o.

ﬁhﬂt is the noxt name on this list?

scntlngu Garcia, the one f just tt&tt& a -hile

' HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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| Q Who is the next one on the list? ;
; A Crisanto Garza. *i
i Q Do you know Crisanto Garza? ;

| A Yes. He 1a an Uncle to Judge 0. P. Carrillo. l

Q He 18 Judge 0. P. Carrillo's Uncle? :

A Yes. i

Q What is the next néme on the list? |

A Juan Martinez.

Q Do you know Mr, Juln Martinez?

A Just so—so0; not too much about him,

Q Do you know what he does?

A No. I sure don't.

Q Mr. Canaleg, would you read the ngxt name on
the ifstr?

A Leonel R. Garaa.

Q Po you know what Mr., Leenel R. Sarsa does?

A He is a f£illing station operator. He was
appofated to the £irst remewdl of the Banevides Indupend¢n$
Schoal. Blatrict Trustees; later rasigned,

G ™ ws appointed by Judge 0. P, GArrillo to the
Bosxd?

A He wis appointed by Judge 0. P. mﬁillo.

Q .’ Vould you give us the maxt nhue on the list, or
have we thn out of them?

A Fidemcio Smens. I dom't knew Mim,

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q
A

District.

o

> O > 0O > 0 > O P> L >

Q

Okay.

Raul Palacios. He works for the-~ I &am not

i positive of that,

Who do you think he works for?

I don't know. He might work for the Water

And the next name?

Enrique S. Carrillo.

Who ia Mr. Carrillo?

He is & first cousin to 0. P. Carrillo,.
Are there any more names on the list?
Joe R. Nicholes.

Is that Jose R, Nicholes, or Joe?

Jose R. Nicholes. I'm sorry.

Do you know what he does?

I don't know what he does. No.

Okay,

And Aurelio Corres, I have already testified.

MR, CANALES: Thank you,

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Csnales hag read off the

1ist of Grand Jurors who are presently serving as Grand

Jurors in the County of Duval, There are twalve appointed

and only eleven are present. One 1s ahsent,

witness who will come up later, Those that Mr, Canales

0f the seven appointed, I believe we have a

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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has not idenrified, he will identify that Mr. santiago
Garcia was one of the members who Judge 0. P. Carrillo
@appointed to the School Board. Mr. Jack Demron is an

employee of the Duval County Ranch Comp2ny, which is

owned by Clinton Manges. He will testify that Enrique

S. Carrillo is the £irst cousin of Q. P, Carrillo, son
of Busebio Carrillo. I believe there was a question
hers yesterday as to who Mr. Euseblo Carrillo was and if
he was related to Mr. Carrillo.

Q Is Eusebio Carrillo related to Judge 0. P.
Cagrilloe?

A That is his uncle, his father's brother.

Q Vere you here yesterday when he wiis being
diseussad and Mr, Hinojosa stated that he did aot know
whether they were related?

A Yes,

Q That is the same RBusebio Carrilloe?

A Yas.,

MR, CANALES: The witness will also testify
—the asst witness I anticipate-—-will testify that Leonel
R. Onxast wis also appointed by Judge 0. P, Garrillo to
the 3cheol BSoard, one of his sppointeas; that Mr. Crissnt
Garsa is ®, P, Carrillo's uncle; that Mr, Jose R.

County Ranch Company; ind that Mr. Verlon nrtdgis i

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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No, I didn't testify to Verlon Bridges.

He is not on this?

> L >

He 1is not on this.
Q Oh, I'm sorry. I thought he was & member of
the Grand Jury.
MR, CANALES: I would offer this 1ist
into evidence right now, Mr. Chairman. It is a
Certified Copy of the list. I have in addition, &
Certified Copy of the Grand Jurors actually chosen.
The procadure in this particular matter is
first the Judge appoints his Grand Jury Commigsioners,
three of whom—well, one works for him; one {3 an
employee of Duwvel County Ranch; and the other one is an
appofutee of an appointee of his.
These people appointed a Grand Jury, which I
believe the count will reflect is seven of them have a
diﬁ.ct relationship, either to Judge 0, P, Carrillo or
to Mr. Clinton Manges.

1 will offer these certified copies into

evidance at this time.

(The certified coples referre
to were marked "“xhibit-17"

for identificatioan.)
Q Row, Mr. Canaleés, I1'd like to ask you about a
conversation which we have discussed earlier amd you

mntioned to me that you had had, We have discuesed

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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- wots addfiag or o ik. It bad nok exactly bean filled

.
previously in this Committee & date, I believe Msxch 19th:,
if I am not mistaken, in which Judge Carrillo made a |
statement in which he was going to remove or split with
the George Parr 0ld Party. Several days subsequent to |
that, four members of the Benavides Independent 3School
Diatrict were removed and subsequently, one other one
wks removed out of a4 Board of seven, leaving two nephews
of Judge 0. P, Carrillo, the only ones on the Boaxd.
Now, ia relation to these removals and that

fizet statement mada by Judge 0. P, Carrillo, you told
me that you hmd had a conversation with him. Would you
plense teil the Committee whem you had this conversation
and yhit cranspived, as fer a3 communicatioms or words
bethean you and Juwdge 0. P, Caxeille?

A Wa ware both at a Rosaxy of Msnuel Carrillo.
Hea approached me and got as by the arm while we were
wifiting for the Resiary to ssart., He took me to the

lm."'to the froat part of the Funeral Home where they

um.. I mean, the walls bedn’t been clossd in yet.
Q Mr, Cantles, do you remsmber the datas?
A Pebruaxy the 16th.
Q Februsry the 16th. Thank you.
A On or about that date, that is whan it happened
Ws wase 2% this Rosary aad he teok me out and I assumed

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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he wanted to talk to me, which he did. :

And the extent of the conversation started as
saying that we'd been together in a lot of political
campaigns and we had worked hard to get what was already 1
had. On which time, I said, "You have; we don't have
anything." Then he said, "You are referring to your
family, my wife, being out of the School Board and out
of working for the school?™ And he said, "It wasn't me."
And I said, "It wasn't us or me." And I said, "Anything
that was done, was done through you @11." At that time,
I was working for American National, Which I worked for
bhixteen yeara. And we kept on talking &and which he
said that he didn't want to go into this, if George Parr
couldn't handle the Chapas or he mentioned "Buffalog"
which is a nickname for them. Ruben Chapa ran for the
r8ce At the time. Then he would not hold back, that he
had to help his family.

In chat time I had told him there were two
Trustees rxunning, and I told him, "Look)' I said, "we
offered you one Trustee 8nd you run one and we run one."
I say, "wa,”" I was just a supporter for this Trustee,.
And he said, "No, becausa we won't have enough Board
membegs on th» Bosrd."

And I said, "Well, 1if you get two more, and

you get these two and the next year, you'll come right

!
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back and run two more and then you'll have control of
the Board." And he said, to a fact, he said, "Look, I
promise you, I will not run anybody against those other
two." 1 told him, "You might not, but your brother,
Oscar, will." So we were right back to the deal, that if !
Oscar v&n him, he still had to support Oscar. ‘

He said his family were getting impatient with
him, because he wouldn't do anything, and that he had
to go with his family and help them, "Don't you think I
should do that?”

And 1 seid, "Well, you do whatever you want to.'
Aad he said, "Wall, reslly, I don't care how this
election comes out, 1'm going to remove the Trusteea."

And I s&id, "well, you do what you want."

He said, "What are you going to do then?"

I smid, 'We'll just stiaxt right back until we
win the slection, win them by election’] which we did.
Ue bent them in that last election, 600 to a little over
1,100, for our candidates. That put in &8 little extra
shich was not in the—— The end of the conversation was
whsn I said, "VWe'll just go ahesd and start from the
bottem sgain and staxt hullding a school boaxd again
faxr eur own."

Q Then he told you, Mr. Canales, that it didn't

naks any difference uho won the elsation; that he wvas

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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going to remove the people that weren't his relacives?

A That s right,

Q And did he—

A But he didn't say "the relatives." He just
gaid he wvas going to remove them,

Q He said he would help his family?

A That's right.

Q After all of the removals had taken place,
Mr. Canmles, who were the only two members left on the
Boaxd?

A Mra. Hilda Parr and Ruben Chapsa and—

Q No. These people were elected subsequently

to the remowvals, or &t that particular election, were

thay not?
A I—
Q I am talking about the removal suits, when he

began removing, when he removed f£ive of the seven
Trustees from the School Board? Who was left after he

finished ramoving €11 of the members?

A Let me correct you, Mr, Canales. He removed
four,

Q He rempved four.

A He removed four Trustees first.

Q Who was left?

A Al Schiienemann and Rogelio Guajardo,

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Who 1is Reogelio Guajardo?

0. P.'s nephew,.

Okay. And who else?

David Romero Carrillo.

Who is he?

Also his nephew.

So he left two nephews and Mr. schuenemann?
That's right,

What later happened to Mr. Schuenemann?

Well, lster, we were trying to keep some kind of

thing going. We didn't know how to fight him, or any-

thing. So the County Attorney removed, made a motion to

remove Al Schusnemann €nd his two nephews,

Q
A

Q.

A
Q

Mr. Garcis, the County Attorney in Duval?
Yes, air,
Mude 2 motion—

Made some kind of a—

~filed & petition in the court after the other

four hatd besn removaed, the firsc fow ?

Yes.,
~-£0 ranove the. »gmaining threse fxem the school

Tt 's right.
And wvhat Wappened at that time?
Distxiet Judge 0. P. Carxillo acted only on—

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q Oon Schueremann? E

A — ESchuenemann and left his two nephews on the

Q And they are still on the Board todey?

A No. They were defeated—well, one of them
was defzated and the other one didn't run. They were
defeated. They &ren't on the Board d@ny wmoré..

. Q They were, in effect, beat in the last election
by Ma. Hilda Parr and Ruben Chapa?

A And Ruben Chapa. That's right.

Q Let's get to this point now whare we discussed
last night, or Mr. Bercaw said lest night that cﬁere are
two wards.

A Yes. We, like I said a while ago, we were
trying to keep control, or £ind some way that we could
get our Board back or get something back. So the lawyers
came up with an idea for the 0ld Trustees to resign on
some kind of a statute or law or, I don't know.

Q They would resign to the two newly elected
menbers?

A To the two newly elected members at which
time the lawsufit or statute or whatever it ig, that the
three remtining Trustees would—

Q Appoint the remaindex?

A —appoint the remainder and which the quorum

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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would be two, out of the three; which would, in turn, i
@ppoint another one; which, in turn, would appoint anothe*
one 8nd so on, That was done in &8 meeting before
43100 or 5:00 o'clock and 0. P.'s Board had a meeting
at 7:00.
Q Now, you are talking about "O. P.'s Board."

Where did they some from?

Well, they still kept—

Were they 8ll appointed?

They were all appointed. Yes.

None of theam are elected?

None.
- Not eme of them?

Rot one of them.

Okay.

> L > L > O > Lo >

Theay bad ancther meeting after that one at

which time they started firing the County Superintendent—|

1 mean the Schoel Superintendeat and-—

Q Whe repliced the School Suparinteadent?

A Wall, he was not wctuslly replaced., They had,
acoording to the paper—this was all in the paper— They
hirdd or tried to hire a man from Corpus by the name of
Lq:ln*.and they utrn going to hire another for Fraer,
hleluu- the lhpdriatildunn in Frear, wvho was just
temporarily tbwdﬂht«ﬂ@.vhanjenly:lot: their Superintendemt
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and dida't want it any more and they ppointed @ m&n in |
Corpus. }
Q Are they having trouble finding superintendentsF

A No. 1It's just that this particular man didn't %

want the job, |
Q Didn't want the job. ;

Mr. Candales, did you think, when the removals |

began, that they might have had some relation, or did
you think that the Judge was actually following through
on the comment or threat that he had made earlier to
the effect that he would remove the members from the
School Board, if these other people ran in the
election? Do you think there is any tie between the
fact thet he had told you earlier, if these people run
and win, I will still remove them, and the actual removalg?

A Well, that wag not a surprise to me. I knew
it was coming.

Q You knew it was coming.

A I knew it way coming. Yes. He had told me.

Q This was way before any suits were filed to
remove?

A That's correct.

MR, CANALES: Thenk you, Mr. Canales. I
have no further questions of this witness, Mr. Chairman.

Would you like to continue with your statement?

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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A Yes. You didn't let ne finish the story of
the Boards, and I would like to get it through.

Q Go ahead, 1

A When this other Boaxd had their meeting, they i
didn’t know, I gueae, what had actually happened in our i
meeting. We posted it. We called it in for &n emergency 3
meeting. And then so it was posted two hours before, likeg
everything else, l{ke the law requires. Then they di.dr.x'f1
come to our meeting. We dida't go to theirs either. i

So, the next morning, it came out in the paper,

We had a Reporter there, Mr. rearson, at our meeting, And
it came out of what our Board had done.

Well, they called an emergency meeting on

Saturday. We had the meeting on Friday, Thay called one

on Saturday, the following day, and they had a meeting th;t

appointed & Board and they aceepted the resignations also,
which none of them bad in their possession; at which tine
they resppointed themselves to the Board,

Qur biggest concern was at the time, and it
still haen't heppened, as far as I know, tlmt Judge
0. P. Carrillo would not sacept the resignations, at
which time the trial would not be terminated, I mean
the trisl would end, But them th: Roard went out there
and accepted those resignations and resigned and then

they sppointed themsevlies to the Board with what

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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authorization, I don't know. That's it. |
MR, CANALES: Thank you. 1 have no

further questiona, Mr., Chairman,

CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr. Canales, you tendered |

a letter here a moment ago, 1'd like to ask you some

questiona about that.

Did you return & copy to him, Mr. Canales? Does

he have & copy?

i
|
’i
QUESTIONS BY THE COMMITTRE MEMBERS l
BY CHRAIRMAN HALE |

Q This letter ia addressed to the Honorable
Gllbert Sharpe. lIs that correct?

A That's right, sir,

Q Who is Gilbert Sharpe?

A Gilbexrt Sharpe at the time was the Conservator
of our Water Distriet. The Water Rights Commission
appointed a Conservator, or the Attorney Geasral or
together, I don't know which—and he {8 a District Judge
now, was appointed shortly, but he wae appointed by the
State to look on our Board, our transactions.
vhere did you get this letter?

From the Water District.

Mr. Sharpe had filed it there with—

> O > O

No, no, no, This was given to the Water Diacricr,

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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to the msnager there., Gilberc >harpe iives {n the Valley.

This letter was given to the Mansger.

Q
A

Q

A

The Water District.

The Water District mansger. That's right,
He requested to be put on the agends,
Who is Manuel Amaya, Jr.?

Re is the one that Mr. Judge O, P. Carrillo

appointed—not him, I'm sorry— Dan Tobin appointed to

Commissioney of Precinct 1,

Q

But this letterhead £is on & "San Diego Inde-

psadent School District Follow-Through Project Head

Start”™ letterhead.

A That was his job 1ian the place, That's where
he worked.

Q Does he still have this positiem?

A No,

Q Did be resign this position?

A He resigned.

Q Re resigned, and wes sppointed Coumty
Commissfioner?

A That's right.

Q In Duval County?

A That's right.

Q Whoe i# the County Judge thet appeinted him?

A  Me. This is appointed by the Schesl Beard, I

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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A

Q
A

Q
A

Q
Mr. Tobin
A

> o0 > 0O

(T B
; believe. I'm not certain of that.
i Q How did he get to be County Commisaioner?
! A Dan Tobin appointed him,
i Q That was my question, Who appointed him
County Commissionexr?
A Pen Tobin,
Q And Dan Tobin was County Judge of Duval County?
A Yes, sir.
Q How did Dan Tobin get to be County Judge of

Duval County?

District Judge 0. P. Carrillo appointed him.
How did the vacaacy occur?

Well, Dan Tobin was Commissioner of Precinct 1.

And he resigned thag position, I guess, to take the
Judgeship.

Who wRs Judge befors Mr. Tobin was appointed?
Archer Parrc.

How did Agcher Parr get out of the office and -
get into the office?

Judge 0, P, Carrillo removed him,

He removed Mr. Parry and appointed Mr. Tobin?
That's right.

When did that take place?

Shortly afiter the School Boaxd removal of the

fizat four trustees,.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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]
il MR, CANALEL: Mr. Chairman, may I

i% interrupt the Chair at this time? I think there 1s a

matter which ies very pertinent, as far as the questions

you are asking at this time.

|
|
|

L Mr. Dan Tobin was the man who was appointed

[
cof

| by Judge 0. P. Carrillo to the County Judgeship after
removing Archer Parr. Mr. Dan Tobin— 1 have here a
"Notice of Lis Pendens" filed in the District Court of
Starr County, in which the First State Bank and Trust
Company is suing Mr. Dan Tobin in the amount of $30,000
plus 82,625 in interest and attorney's fees. The First
State Bank and Trust is the same bank and truet which
is owned almost in its entirety by Mr. Clinton Manges.
The reason that I introduce it at this time
for the Committee's review is that it tends to link the
theory that I have that there is 2 conspiracy between
Judge O, P. Carrillo and Mr. Clinton Manges to remove
all slected officials and appoint political allies.

At this time, I would offer to the Committee

the records will show that no action has been taken
on this particular matter since Den Tobin was &ppointed
to the Judgeship. But I am not sure on that particular

point.

this "Notice of Lis Pendens." And, if I am not mistaken,

CHATRMAN HALE: Why would a bank controlled

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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by Judge Carrillo or Clinton Manges sue a County Judge
that had been appointed by Judge Carrillo? :

MR, CANALES: No. The suit took place i
prior to the appointment to the County Judgeship, Mr. 1
Hale. It 4is my intention to show that Mr, Dan Tobin, who?
wag appointed to the County Judgeship, is financially
indebted te Mr. Clinton Manges, a8ud that this suit, al-
though pending, no @action has been taken upon it.

It tends to show @ relationship, or at least
& subserviency of Mr. Dan Tobin to the Firat Sgate Bank
and Trust, which Lf¢ owned by Mr. Clinton Manges. Well, it
goes in with the story which I will try to summarize at
the end of the presentacion of my testimony.

CHAIRMAN HALE: That's fine. Hand it to
the Court Reporter and have it identified.

(The notice referred to was
msrked "Exhibit.19" for
identification.)

MR, CANALES: Mr, Chairman, it is the
design to show that &1l of these people are in one way
related financialiy or by consanguinity.

BY CHUAIRMAR HALE

Q ur.'cnnlxes, back to the letter, this photocopy
thnt we have obtaised here is slmost illegible. I can
hardly read the last part of it, Would you take your

copy aad, {f you vould; redd, staxting ibout the middle

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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of the page where it says, "The purpose——'"7?

A "The purpose of this above request is to

represent the Duval County Rench Company on
Water District related matters. Please advise
me if T am on the Agenda and inform me as to the

time and the date."

Q Who signed it? !

A "Respectfully yours, Manuel Amaya, Jr."

Q In other words, Mr. Amaya purported to repre-
sant the Duval County Ranch Company in requesting this
appearance on the agenda?

A That is right, sir.

Q When we refer to the Agenda, that would be
an Agenda of the meeting of the Duval County Conservatio
and Reclammtion District Board? 1Is that right?

A That's right,

Q What did he want on the Agenda for?

A On the meeting, he related tﬁnt Mr. Clinton
Manges wanted a water line thrown from the Freer Water
System, which they had already spoken to, that it ocould
be tapped. He gave me the amount. I don't remember
exactly how much it would cost him to get tapped to it
and that we were gupposed, and for us to furnish this
water line to his place.

Q To the carrillo rangh?

n
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AUSTIN, TEXAS



O

~i

10

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Canales — b=

A No. Clinton Manges. I'm sorry.

Q To the Manges Ranch?

A That's right,

Q Is thet the one that is five and a half miles?
A Well, according to him— I don't know exactly

how far it 4s. He wanted for us to throw the line five
and & half miles.

Q Did you underatand that he was going to pay
you to put the water line out there?

A No. The way he said it was: "Clinton Manges
said that he wanted a fair shake, or, for tlut matter,
beokuse he paid a lot of texes to the Water District,
and he just wented for us to do, to put this line for
hin."

Q Where doas Judge O. P. Carrillo f£fit into this
requneg? |

MR, CANALES: M¥, Chafirman, I don't know
that thy witness siad that. It's ay plan to show that

there {s & relacionship betwesn 0. P. Carrillo. This

bagan bick with the tistimony of Mr. Bercaw that Judge
O. P, Gkyrillo wag removad 4in & case favolving Clinton
Manges in which the Judge satd that there wie o wey in
which he cemld possibly be impartisl, bacause of several
hundred thousand dsllars he was indsbted to Mr. Clinton
Manges, This is the Judge: to Mr. Manges and % had beuh“
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him @ car and he was giving him free rent on his ranch,
et cetera, et cetars,

I am trying to show @ relationship between '
these two men and the appointments to the Grand Jury, |
Comissioners and subsequently to the Grand Jury icself; !
additipnallg,';o the Benavides Independent School Board;;
the appolntment of the same members to the Crand Jury, a
the Grand Jury Commigsioners to the Benavides Independent]
School District and to the County Commisaiomers Court.
They are all tied in and they are all traceable back
either by consanguinity to Judge 0. .. Carrillo or
financially to Mr, Clinton Manges.

CHA IRMAN HALE: Then I was in error in
my interpret@tion of the earlier remarks. The pipe line
wag not going to the Carrillo ranch then?

MR. CARALES: No. The pipe line was
goisg to the Duval County Ranch Company.

CHAIRMAN BALE: Owned by C linton Manges?

MR. CANALES: Owned by Clinton Manges.

It is & very complicated web, Mr. Chairman,
and it's gofng to be very difficult to understand, I
will try to summarize the entirety of the testimony at
the complation of the presemtation by the witnesses,
and hoepe that I cén relate the matter in some sensible
form. 1 veslize that the members of the Committee don't

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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know all of the individuals involved. They don't know
the personalities. They don't know the politics, but
I'll try to tie them all in, if the Committee will try
to remember some of the names and the context in which
they were ‘nonti.oncd.
CHAIBMAN HALE: Fine. Thank you.

BY CHAIRMAN HALE

qQ Now, Mr. Cankles, you testified that you had
a mesting with Jﬁdsc Carrillo &t the Manuel Carrillo
Resry?

A That's right,

Q What £s & "Rosaxy™?

A It's & wake. Yuu know, we hold a Rosary for
our dead.

Q It's a paxt of & funeral ceremony, is it not?
That 4» i;gﬁu.
Did Mawuel CGarrillo die a4t this time?
It was his funerzal.
It waa his funeval?

Yes.,

L B B O >

It was at the funeral that you had this coa-
varsation with Judge 0. P. Carrillo?
A That fs right, At the Rosary.

Canales 4al2

i

|

|
|
1.
!
|
i
|

Q At the Rosary. How do you fix & date for thac?

A About lllmi. well, I looked up when Manuel

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Carrillo, when he died,

Q I t‘a. Tha meeting was, I believe you said,
on or About Februmry 16th?

A That's zight.

Q When you sy “on or about," that would be
wighin one or two days of baing correct?

A That's wight,

Q@ st ix %g 4 this econversation where Lf I
liskaned and hoerd nﬂ read your tegtimony correctly
that Judge Carxilis rold you that 4t dida't matte- who

won the elsction fev tiuatess, but {f his candidates

didn‘e wu, ke Wy golng to veuove the others anyway.

7 m e mm of 1e7.

& Tt m hola: Mns. Yes,
- mwMaum&ut
4 @ laces rebmved this, bufore the election.
9. : 3 b-um you tesitifisd he vemoved four of
MM H.ui nad*m m m wers left were his

ﬂ k ;
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A Thac's rugnc,

“’i
m

Q And both of those gencicmen are nephews of
Judge 0., P. Carrilloe?
A Thet is cight.
CHAEIRMAN RALE: Thank you very much,
Mr. Melowmay? 1

BY MR, MALONEY '
G Mr. Canbaide, waed id you sav thiis couversation |
w8 with Judge Carviiioc?
A 0n or eabout Pebruary the 1étau.
Q Waeg that of ¢his year?
A Yes, sir, '75.
Q I balieve théi¢ in telling us, you ga@id chat
you m with Americta Nutional at chat time?
A Ho. I had workad. Before this, I btmd worked
fir Amerighn Wetiomsi. |
qQ That's a—
A | I mefn, I don't ramember how I satd {t, but I
used to work for Aperican Nstional hefore.
Q 1 take xs thit's an ingurasee company?
Thas's a&m, six.
Wews you in the fnsuvamce business?
At the time. Ko. Not &ny more,
At £he eime you were with Asericsa Bational,

were yotii in the S.We osiness?

- T T

‘,‘: ﬁ* you, i’h, I s a dabit man,

HICKMAN REPORTING SERV!CE
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Q

rather thén being a salesman?

A

insurance.

on the house and collected ingurance,.

Q When did you cease to work for American Nationai?j

A In September of last year. |

Q  Of 19747

A Yes,

Q Was that your only source of income at that
time? |

A No. I have a little ranch and I have & little
stoxe,

Q What s that little store?

A Juto Parts.

Q In Benavides?

A That's right, sir,

Q Do you do any trade with the County in that
aute store?

A Yes.

Q Do you still have that store?

A Yes, sir,.

Q Do you still do trade with the county?

A Very little, When they c¢an't f4ind anything else,

they will come by.

Does that mean you worked im the office,

No. A debit man means I used to collect

I had a book that I went by and kaocked

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q How do you bill the County when you do business |
with them?

A Duval County, Precinet 3.

|
|
|
Q You just send in a bill? =
£ Yes. 1

Q What is the name of that compény? ;

A Canales Auto Parts.

Q All right., When you ceased to work for American
National, did you take up any other occupltioﬁ in addition
to your auto store?

A Yes. Iater on, 1 was appointed the tax assessor
to the Bensvides Independent School District and was re-
liaved of my duties in April, after the removal of the
other trustees.

Q Let me get this straight. When d4d you cease to
work for American Nationmal?

A In Septemder. And I went to work for the BRena-
vides Independent School District, either in October or
in Novembar,

Q Weare you offered the job with the School
District?

A That's xight.

Q And that is vhat caused you to leave your job

with the insusknce company?

A No, I ngver had sny intention to leave the

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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American Nationel, but just prior to this political

deal that started in March or April of last year, 1 got

into it and Oscer Carrillo, Judge Carrillo's brother,

who wes running for Senator, wanted my support. I wouldnlt

i

give it to him. At which time he started calling my :

company, calling my boss and writing letters to my—-gettifg

mixed up in politice—and that he didn't went me to go
to his home to collect; that he was going to drop his
insumencs.

About every week from then on, until I got out,
there was soaething going on most of the time, Even
Judge 0. P. Carrillo just before I quit, came over and
told as he was going to cash in his own policy also;
which, wheather he did or not, I do not know.

Q Xe this what caused you to leave American
Mmtional!?

A I dbalieve that 1s so.

Q I baliave you eaid some letters were written
to your employer?

A As my employer told me so.

Q Wat's your employer's name in Americm
National? |

A Mr. V. M. Gonzaler, Alice, Texas.

Q What is the address of Mr. Gonsalen?

A Well, the office— I just couldn't remember,

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q How long did you work for fmerican Netional?

A let me gsee: 1 worked 13 years.

Q And you can't remember Mr., Gonzalez's address!
A Well, I used to go there. I didn't have any

need to write, or anything like thet. I mean, I used to
report to the office.

Q What street was it on?

|
|

It's in Lucile Drive-— I just couldn't remember.

In Alice, Texas?

A

Q

A In Alice.

Q Is that office an office of American National?

A It's a District Offfce. Yes.

Q Then when you quit American National, what
next job did you teake from that peint on?

A 1 went into the Bemavides Independent School
District?

Q How did you get that job?

A I asked and they said they had an opening, so
I went in.

Q Who did you ask?

A I asked the Board and they hired me.

Q  Vho, in particulax, on the Borrd, did you ask?

A I asked Mr. Luis Elizondo and Mr, Eanrique
Gsxrcia. |

Q At what ealary did you begin?

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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A $500.

Q About how much were you making out at the

insurance compeny?

A last year I made, gross, of around $14,000,

Q S0 you took @ substantial cut in pay?

A Thet is so.

Q Is that what you are telling us?

A Right,

Q Doas that §14,000 :Lp-clude your income from your

parts coapany?

A Ro.

Q Then you had the conversation with— Well, lat
me ask this: How long did you continue being a tax
Assesgor for the Benavides Independent School District?

A Just for a& long as that board got in, which
was in— April, I gueas. I dom't remembar aexactly. It
was pretty close to the election when we wers let gut,

Q Did you leave that cccupation voluntarily, or
vwers you diamtased?

A ¥o. Tha Board had 2 meeting and the next morn-
ing, I was still shavwing when & representative of the
District Attorney’s Office came in with an qnvglope ‘and he
tolid my wife he wis & representative from the )ttorncy
Generel and said, "You had better coms down." So, I camd
downstairs end 1 asked hia. I said, “What's the metter?”

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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And he said, "I have a letter here. I am a representativ%
from the District Attorney's Offfice. 1 have a letter |
here from the Board of Trustees from the Benavides
Independent School District." |
So, 1 opened the letter and it said that I

had been terminated.

Q Was this——

A The way they put it was, if I am not mistaken
was that I "was being relieved without pay."

Q Would this have been from the new board or the
old board?

A From the appointed board and part of 0. P.'s
nephew's,
Q Could you tell us about what date that would

have been, Mr. Canales?

A I coulda't— I just—

Q Could you pin it down as to & month?

A It was either in the last part of March or the
first part of April. I don't know.

Q Either the last part of March or the first
part of April?

A That's right,

Q Are you just gusssing at that, or is that
pretty ascurate?

A No. mt"a’puuy. close. It was pretty close

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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to the election time.

Q And when was the election?

1

|

A On April 5th. . |
Q 30 you were terminated with the Schcol \
District and then you gomehow had a jéb with the Water l

Plstrice,

A Well, it's not @ job. I mean, I am a board
mamber. We get paid for the—

Q How did you come to get that job?

A 1 was appointed,

Q By whom?

A By the Board. I mean one of them resigned and
I was appointed. |

Q Well, did you just get &8 letter that said you
hld bewn appointed, or did you go to ask someone?

A No. I was aBked if I would go, and I went in.

Q} How soon after your termimation with the
School District was this? |

A No, no. I waa appointed to the Water District
the year before, Mr. Maloney. That was in 1974,

Q So you were on the lster District at the same
tims you were on the School Board?

A That's right.

Q Or tax assessor, 1 see.

A That was st the time right after Oscar Carxille

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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ran for Senator and right after the primary in Mey some |

Q I'm interested {n the coanversation you had witﬂ
1

Mr. Amaya, as regards some sort of setting on the Agenda

time of 1974,

of the Water District. 4m I correct in that you did havJ

that conversation? |
1
A Yes. I just asked him for & letter, so we

would have it on record,

Q He came to you. Is that correct?

A He came to the general managar and then he cAmT
and talked to me about it. He talked to another board,
Mrx. Gab Raymond and then I told him, I said, "well, write
us 4 letter, so you will be put on the Agenda." And
that's it,

Q Did you receive the letter? How did you get
the letter?

A No. He sent it over, I believe. I don't
know., I didn't get it. It was turned into the office.

Q S50 you don't know how—

A How it got there?

Q -—1it could have gotten there?

A No, But with this desal, you know, I asked
him if this was— later I saw him and asked him if
this was the letter, and he said, '"Yes."

Q How did you have occcasion to ask him if that uak

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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@ppointed to the County Commissioner's Court.

Q I am wondaring how you took the letter and
said, "Is this the letter you sent"?

A Bec8use 1 asked, "Are you sure this {s your
letter?™ and he saild, "Yes." Well, I wanted to make
sure that it was his letter, so I asked him and he
said, "Yes." 1 went to his house.

Q What mede you think thet it might not be his
lattex?

A Well, there were so maAny things happening that
1 didn't know and I just wanted to be sure.

Q The letter is on the letterhead of the San
Plego Independent School Distriot Follow-Through Project
Head 3tart. 1Is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Is that &n organiszation there in San Diego?

A I don't know too much about it. I don't know
what it really consists of.

Q S0 you took this letter out to his house and
askad him if this vas his lettexr?

A  That's righe. |

Q  And he said, "Yes, Lt i5."

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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A That's right,

Q S0 you were satisfied then and took the letter

back?

A That's right.

Q Have you ever had occasion to do anything

like that before?

A No, sir.

Q Bave you ever had occasion to do anything like
that since?

A No.

Q I notice the letter is in handwriting. 1Is
that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And the letter, the body of the letter—and I
8a no handwriting expert, but the body of the latter
s not in the same handwriting as the signature of the
letter.

A Well, what I asked, X asked, if that is your
signature, right there. That 1z what I asked him, "I= this
your signaturae?" and he said, "Yes.'" And that's the
extent of it,

Q Are you working for anyone elge at this time
besides your job on the Water District?

A No.

Q So your onlj income £s the $25 per meeating and

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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what you &re making off your parts store? Is that

correct?
A Yes. I have & little ranch also and &8 few ‘
cows .,
Q Where ig this ranch? !
A Right close to Benavides. {
Q Do you live on your ranch?
A No., I live in Benavides,
Q Do you héve any employees on your ranch?
A No-
Q You work it all by yourself?
A That's right, asir.
Q How much money were you making when you were

terminsated with the Benavides Independent School District

A With the Benavides School District?

Q Right.

A $500.

Q You made 300 from the time you started until
the tiae you tercingted? |

A Right,

Q I bate to belabor the point, but Mr, Canales,
but Mr. Tarry Canales has provided us with a sequence of
swants, as regards to the School Board. I fiad it hayd
to resd, becsuse we keep talking about two hoards and 1

su never sura which one we are talking abowt.
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On March 19th he iadicates that a Mr., Bercaw,
Mr. Schuenemann, Mr. Garcia, Luis Elizondo and tnrique
Garcia, David H. Carrillo and Rogelio Guajerdo were the

School Board, the existing school board. Would that be

correct?

A That's correct,

Q On March 20th, Judge Carrillo removed four
members of that school board?

A That's right.

Q And he appointed four other people.

A That's right.

Q When we are talking about the "four other
people," now we are talking about "School Board No. 2."
18 that correct?

A No.

Q What is School Boaxrd No. 27

A Remember, I told you that the elected trustees
bad a meeting and were presented with the resignation
of the original trustees and they appointed a board.
They appointed them one at a time, which at that time
would be Ruben Chapk and Mrs, Hilda rarr and Mr. Pete
Hunter. Mr. Pete Hunter did not attend the meeting, but
according to the law or the statuta, or whetever it is,
they had a quarum because they had two.

Q And!}au mean that the new school board reslly

|
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only consisted of Hilda Parr and Ruben Chapa, to begin |
with, the elected members?

|

|

A Let me go back again, Okay, we had the |

|

appointees, O. P,.'s appointees. There were five already .

|
Okay. And we had two elected trustees. Okay. [
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Q All right. .

A Then the old board, which four of them— I meaJ,
£ive of them were out—four of them resigned. They
resigned to the elected officials.

Q All right, leaving Hilda Parr and Ruben Chapa.
That's right.
That was the only existing school board?
Tt's right.
What is School Board No, 1?7 If that's School

O > O b

Bosrd No. 1, what {s School Board No. 1 now?

A Thit im Santiago Garcia, Wilma Villeres,
Ashby, Selco Laveya, Pate Hunter is considered to be &
mandvar of hoth boaxds. (laughtsr.)

He was anot removed. Nobody resigned for him,
Ve consider him part of our beard,

Q 2 think that you have answered my question,
buesiuse the question is thst Mr, Cansles’' sequence of
swents is more confusing than what you ars telling me.
1 #n begianing te¢ understand now, from whit you are
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Is Mr. Ruben Chapa any relation to Mr. L. U.
Chapa ? |
A Not that I know of.

MR. MALONEY: Thank you very much, Mr.

Canales. !
CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr. slacl |
MR, SLACK: 1 pass.
CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr. Hendricks? He is

not here,

Mr. Nabers? Mr. Kaster?

BY MR. KASTER

Q Mr. Cangles, apparently politics is the way of
1ife down in Duval County, and I would assume that you have
been on the school board or around that you are interested
in politiecs in the entire county, 1Is that correct?

A A 1ittle? Oh, yes. GSome.

Q Well, when Oscar Carrillo asked you for help,
in what capacity was he asking you for help?

A Re waes ssking for my support.

Q Juat for you to vote for him?

A well-—
Q Or would you work for him, or what?
A 1 guess campaign for him and get as many votes
as I could for him,

Q Had you cﬂmpdigned in other campaigns for other
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people? |

A Oh, yes.

Q S0 you were interested in politics enough to
campaign in them?

A Well, now, you better come again. What's chat?

Q You were interested enough in politics that '
you actually worked for candidates that you would go out
and campaign for them?

A Oh, yes, Once in a while I did, at that time.

Q When weg this that QOscar asked you for your
help? Was it the May primsry or is that when that
happened?

A That's right.

Q He aaked you in February or in March:; 1Is
this—

A RNo.

Or April oxr—

A Sometime around in March, I gueass. I don't
know. I couldn’t tell you exactly,

Q Now, at that time, your cousin Terry was
already 8 State Reprassntative?

A 1 coulda’ say if he was or he wasa't. I
den'c remenmber.

Q Pid you ever discuss with him about the
poikitics— Or was hn'xunning than himself?
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1

A Let me enlighten you on Representative Canales.
I had not actuslly talked to him at length in my entire |
1life prior to this deal here. 1 had met him the first
time probably when he ran the firet time for the House.
S0 I had never had any contact whatsoever with him
prior te that. He lives in another community or another
town from where 1 live.

Q How far is 1t between them?

A Oh, about forty miles, 1'd say.

Q Forty miles?

A 1'd say,

Q Doss his District include where you live or
not? |
Oh, yes, It doas.

1t doss.

> 0O >

Yes,

- Q Okay. Now, ihtﬁ you told Oscar that you
wouidn't help him, I would assume that that's when your
grouble starced after the electifon then, Did he lose then
or uin?
| Mo, He lost,

To?

> L >

Senftor Traliger.
Q Did he jndicate anythiang-at that time that if
you didn't help him, ho was geing to meke life tough for
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you, or not?

A Well, I don't know if he indicated it or not,
but he made it. (Laughter.)

Q So that now there was bad blood between you

and at least Oscar Carrillo, at that time?

A Let me enlightan you a little bit, Mr. Kaster.

We don't have any "bad blood" or anything like that.
We are in politics, Wae work politics. But as far as
us trying that I know thia will go also with Judge
Carrillo and myself and the rest of them: Bodily harm
or anything like that, wa don't do.

Q 1 didn't mean to imply that,

A Well, you said "bad bloed,” feud.

Q Well, meaning there was unhappiness between

you &nd Mr, Carrille to the extant that he started

harassing your employer, acscording to you and it resulted

in your termination. That's not & friendly act, in my
opinioen,
A It sura isa't.
Then you aren’t friendly with each othex?
I wasa't cermingtyd—
Well— ALl wight——
I renigned, Yes. I got out,

> O > O

Q Begtuse peopls you had sold policies to were
seshing them in, or scmething. It wasn't goiag very
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well.
A Well, it was a little hot.

Q Now, did this 3pill over in any way to Judge
Carrillo?

" A The only thimg which I have stated, Judge
Carrillo told me just before I got out that he was
cashing 4in his policies, also,

Q Now, let's come forward then to the Rosary on
Feabrusry the 16th, on or about February the 1lé6th at
the Rossiry, Rossaries ususlly last 20 ninutes or something
and then everybody stands around and talks a long time.
At least the Rosaries I have been to, this is kind of
whtt happens.

A More or lesa. Yes,

Q You indfoated that Judge Carrillo wanted to
talk to you, You told us that he wanted to talk to
you and that you stepped outside or in front of the—

A We stepped in the shell, The walle and the
ingide were aﬁt covared,

Q You wexe off by yourself; just the two of you?

A Oh, yes. There were psople around, but we
werea f:o ona side.

Q So that nobody heard you two?'

A No.

Q So that anythiag you tell us is just your
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impression of what the conversation was and nobody is
there to corroborate it and it's just your word against
the Judge's? i

A Well, I took an oath.

Q Okay. Now, could there be an interpretation,
maybe, and you're talking about politics again. Is
that correct?

A That's right.

Q 1s the school board election coming up?

A That's right,

Q Now, you were talking about two trustees and
mtybe you sﬁggestsd that he run one and you run one. Had
these people &lready filed and were running?

They were preparing for it.

They hadn't actually filed?
Ruben filed for {t.

What about Mrs. Parrc?

I don't recell, if she had filed,
But Ruben had filed?

> L > o > O >

I believe so. Or he was already on there that
he wis going to run.

Q And you were backing him, or you were for him
ox for both of them?

A I backed Mrs. Hilds Parr and Mr. Ruben Chapa.

Q  Now, I would sssume from the conversation that
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Judge Carrillo wasn't in favor of these two?

A No, He wanted for his Daddy and Rogelio Guajardo

to run,

Q That's D. C, Chapa, or what's his—

A D. C. Chapa. That's right.

Q He wanted his Daddy to run, but his Daddy
badn't announced. Is that right?

A (No responsa.)

Q Or he was already on the Board? HNo,he wasn't
on the Board then,

A 1 don't know if he did at the time, but 1
think that David Homero, or, I couldn't recall exactly.
D. C, Chapa bad already announced or anything, but

Rogelio Guajardo and David Homerxro Carrillo were the in-

cumbants at the tise and they were going to run. Then ht4r

on, David Romero resigned and at one time they had

David Homaro and chey had D. C. Chaps and Rogelio Guajardc

and fioally pulled out,
qQ So he was ageinst the two that were running.
Just in curiosity, how long did you all stand
there talking?
A I coulda't tell you, you know, when you are
talking and you are intarested, I couldn't put a time to
ie.

qQ Just a little while?
A Just a lictle while.

HICKMAN REPORTING SERVICE
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Q Now when you say he stated that I promise you
I won't run anybody and them you saic, "Yes, bit Oscar
might', because you had had dealings before with Oscar,

I would assume.

A Well, let's just say that you learmn a little
while yeu @are in thet kind of a deal.

Q Now then, when you say that the Judge says

that it doesn't make any difference who wins, I am going
to remove them, did he indicate any reason for that, or
did you question it, or wonder about ft?

A Well, I didn't question it at all. He said he
wias going to do it. It had happened before back in the
50'6. A judge came in there and removed a lot of
elected officlals to get control of the Board or the
Commissioners or whatever it wias. And I had, you might
say, prior knowledge that he had the power or he could
do it, if he wanted to.

Q Did he indicate that they Md done anything
that he was concerned about enough to remove them, or
hw didn’t mention any reason why he was going to remove
them, or was it just an offhand remark, or ware you
talking about it?

A ¥o, BHe mentioned something about that they had
taken $300,000 some way snd I told him, "0. P., nobody
m nothing 'nothing' out of that place,” out of the
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Benavides Independent School District.

And he said, "Yes.”"” And I could not verify |
one way or the other. The only thing that I can tell %
you is that there was some money put in C. D.'s for !
§300,000 and then they were put back and someway or the
other that caused the confusion there. I don't know too
much about it. I couldn't delibsrate on it at a&ll. This
is just hearsay what I am telling you,

Q But he dida't indicate that he felt there uwas
something wrong. He just said, "You are talking about
$300,000 and you think there is nothing to it." And he
apparently thinks therevts something to it?

A Well, that's what he said, but meinly, you know,
he was trying, he was telling me that he could remove the
Board, which he did,

Q Then, latexr on, you were removed from your
position with the Suhool District after the new board
tosk over.

A  That's correct,

Q I would assume it didn't come as a big surprise
to you, did it?

A Well, you may say it comes with the hasgards of

the job, you know,

Q This men, Mx. Amays, who wrote this letter, he
talked to you about it and you told him, "fou have to
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Water Distxict's, then the Board-— He asked to be placed

o the Agenda. Then I assume he asks the— Is it the

write a letter." 1Is that right? ;
A 1 told him to make @8 request. ‘
Q Uid they indicate they were going to pay for

the line or they wanted it for free, or what?

A No."They wanted for us— When I say, 'us,"
the Water District to pay for it.

Q Because he s&id he paid a lot of taxes and did
he say he wasn't getting anything for it? Why did he say
he wanted——that he paid a lot of taxes and he deserved
& line, or what?

A That's more or less what he said. Yes.

Q Whose decision is it to decide that? Is it the

Bokrd then that mekee the decision whethexr they throw the
ling or not?

A Well, it's the decision of the Board, but, I
guess, if we were going to throw a water line to Clinton
Manges's ranch, we would have to throw a water line to
evary ranch in Duval County 4nd we would be in a fix!

Q Well, I can understand that, But, again, he asked
for, according to this letter, to be placed on the Agends
so thet he could discuss it with the Board. Is that what
thia letter says?

A According to-w I can be corrected on this, but
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according to this, anything that is going to be discussed
in the meeting has to be put in the Agenda. é

Q Okay., 850 he was asking to be placed on the
Agenda s0 he could meake the proposition for Mr. Manges
as to what they wanted.

A That's right.

Q Who are the wembers of this Water Bo&rd at the
time? |

A Mx. Geb Raymond, Mr. Olvera and Mr. Perez and
nyself.

Q Are they &ny relation to Mr. Manges, &ny of
those people?

A No.

Q Then it's the Board that has the final
decision on whether you grant & request or not?

A That's right. And we also have the State
Conservater, appointed by the State which guides us.

qQ Was & Conservator appointed, because the Water
District whs in financial trouble?

A Wall, the Water District was in & lot of deals,
you might say, and a lot of newspapers— There were in the
newspapers, beécause there were some miedoings in the
Mter Baard and right after that there was & lot of
resigastions and mppoinmu and then the State—when

ve got into the AM rd-—tha State, afcterwards, appointed
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@ Conservator.
Q Is there anything in Benavides or Duval County |
that doesn't have Boards that have just resigned and :

|
starced over? Is there anything that is solid down therel

A I ran last time. I am not appointed. I ran ané
won last time.

Q What was the decision of the Board in throwing |
& line there to Mr. Manges's ranch?

A Well, the decision was that we would take it
into consideration. There was nothing ever said. He
aever came back and we never heard from him,

Q S0 you didn't throw & line out there?

A We'd never throw a line., No.

MR, KASTER: Okay. I'm through.
CHATIRMAN HALE: Mr., Donaldson? Mr. Laney?
BY MR, LAMEY

Q Just two questions for the record, Mr. Canales:
What was your employer's name ' ar your superior in
American Ratfionsl?

A I had the District Manager, Mr. V. M. Gonzalex,
and Mry. Rsul Ssguirre.

Q WVhat wes the ntme of your suto Parts Store in
Banavides?

A  Canales Auto Parts.

Q C:amles Auto Perts. Okay.
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MR, LARLY: Thet's all, Mr. Chairman,. &

CHA IRMAN HALE: Ms. Thompson? |
BY M3, THOMPSON

!

Q Mr., Canales, did you say you lived in Benavides?
That's correct. |
Ara you familiar with the Farm &ud Ranch Stora?

Oh, yeos. !

Bave you ewver beught food at the Farm &ad |
Ramch Store?

OH > o 0>

A %o. TYhe Ferm and Ranch Store is not & food
stoxe, ms'am. You might say it's a general hirdwars
stove for ranches and ranchers. I think they had or
hawe little lﬁto parts, ranching equipmsnt and stuff like
chat.

Q@ D44 you evar buy saytbing from the Zertuche
Stove? |

A No, ma'am. I usver did,

Q Do you know whare thac stora is located?

A o, ma'sm. I've mever seen it.

Q When you were iz the smploynant of ths Bensvides
Sebeool Bistrinst, did you come aAcross &ny checks thic were
mtds to either the Parm and Ranch Store or the Zertuche
Stave?

A o, me'sw.

Q Wit about tha Bemavides Implement Company? 1s
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that the name of that? HKenavides Hardware?

A Benavides Implement?

Q Yes. i
A I don't rememher. 1 don't kmow. I didn’'t-—- i
Q Mr. Canales, do you know whether or not the *

District Manager that you worked under with the insurance .
company wig a friend of Judge Carrillo? }

A 0f Judge Carrilioe?

Q Yes. Were they friends?

A 1 had what you might call a sta€f supervisor
&nd then I had a District Manager. Which one did you
want?

Q Both of them.

A Well, my staff supervisor which was Raul
Saguirre, he 4s a friend of 0. P. Carrillo and alsoc a
friend of mine.

qQ And what about the District Manager?

A Aud V, M.? I presume he might be & friend of
0. P. Carrillo. I don't kaow.

Q Did you ever ses any of the letters that were
suppossed to have been written requesting your reaignltionﬁ

A There were letters and telephone calls. I
never saw i, I was just teld,

Q Did any of your clients just start . canceling

their policies, persons that you had been going by, pleckin

13
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up their premium? The people started -anceling policies
with you?

A No. With the exception of that, what heppened
there. That's {t.

Q Who really runs the school board now, the
elected school board or the appointed school board?

A That's a good question. (Laughter,)

CHAXRMAN HALE: Ms. Weddington?

BY M&. WEDDINGTON

Q How soon after your converaation with Judge
Carrillo wers you able to warn the two people that you
were backing about that conversation?

A Wern them? In what respect?

Q Or tell them &bouc it,

A We talked about it, Yes. We talked about {it,

Q How soon after your conversation with the
Julige were you able to get that message to them?

A How soon after did the removal of the—

Q No. What the Judge told you, didan't you
compunioate that to your two candidates?

A Well, we communicated. That's not only—we
Mve sort of &+ Like a few of us wers working qﬁotly

on this election and I teld them ahout this conversation|

L (T P
Q The same day?
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A No. I don't remember when, but I told them.

Q You didn't just go immediately to them and tell

them what was happening?

A Well, not really, ma'am. It was at night
vhen the conversation occurred and I was at the Rosary
and then I went home and went to bed.

Q You didn't even call them that night to tell
them?

A No. Why call them? I didn't call them. I
didn't see any reagon for it at the time.

Q Did you take seriously what he said?

A Sure, 1 took it seriously.

Q But not seriously enough to tell the people
that were running?

A Well, ms'am. Remember, we only had one— I am
not sure whether Mrs, Hilda futr had already filed, or
not., The only one was Ruben Chapa. I didn't tell him,
cane home. It probably would have been about 10:00
o'slock when I got home, because the Rosary was in
sasntingo, which is about sixteen miles from my home
town., Then I went to my home and went to bed.

Q Did you tell them the next dJday?

A Oh, sure, We discussed {t,

Q What was the general drift of the conversation

about 1it?

1
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A Well, to tell you the truth, they told me he

. wouldn't do 1it, so— |

MS., WEDDINGTON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
BY MR. CHAVEZ

Q Mr. Canales, how long have you been on this
Boaxd?

A A year this month. i

Q But you lived there in Bensvides all your life?

A Yes.

Q Did you think that this request by Mr. Manges
was unususl or extraordinary?

A I think fit's very unusual,.

Q Do you know whether anybody else has any lines
to their ranch thet are tapped into the Water District?

A Not that X know of. No.

Q Would it surprise you if D. C. Chapa had a line?

A It would surprise me. Yes. I couldn't tell
you that he had, but I can't teil you that he doesn't. I
mean, in fact, I could almost tell you that he doesn't
mwve tt. Yes.

Q You don't kuow whethar or net the Conservator
hes zequastad that somsbody from your Board notify D, C,
Chapa thmt his lins is ¢o be discoanected?

& Disaconneqted?

Q Yeas. |
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A Yes. D. C. Chapa, while he was on the Board, the

Water Bo&rd, a person of the Water Board, connected a

 two-inch line to a fire hydrant and connected it to his

own home and it is st ill connected.

Q That's what I was asking you, if you knew if
anybody w&s tapping.

A That's not to the farm, Mr. Chavez.

Q But they are tapped in. Okay.

A And the Comservator who 18 now the Conservator
wrote 4 letter to the effect that it's a fire hazard to
have such a thing, because if that fire hydrant has to be
uged, the fire engine cannot connect.

Q And do you know if anybody else has any lines
tapped on to their homes?

A From the fire hydrants?

Q Yes.

A No.

Q Was your wife working? Waa your wife working
8t the time that you had thias conversation with Judge
Carrilliol?

A Working? No. Well, she runs the Auto Parts.

Q What Auto Parts?

A The Canales Auto Parts, mine; my little store.

Q Did you say that one of your supervisors was

Raul Saguirre?
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Q
Inplenent
A

Q
A

Q
A

and then it was closed for & while and then he opened

it again,
Q
A

Q

That's correct.

I8 he rejated to Lowe saguirre?
That's right. !
Are they brothers, or what? !
No. Lowe 48 Raul's nephew.

Lowe runs that cash store at B:navides?
That's right.

He 18 not here, 13 he?

No.

Did you know this fellow Couling, R. M. Couling?

Yes. |
How long have you known him? 1
We went to school together.

Do you know that he owns Benavides Farm and
Company?

Yes. DBensvides Implement.

He hag owned it for a long time?

What's that?

He'e owned it for & long time?

Well, it used to belong to his father-in-law

I guess. I don't know.
When did he open it? Do you know?
I don't know,

Has it baen in operation for a couple of years?
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Two or three yearsa? |
A I couldn't tell you. i
Q Well, an estimate? More or less? ;
A I couldn't really say, because it was clcsed %
and part of the time, and I couldn't really say how long |
it has been ppened..I don't know.

Q But it'a common knowledge that it was in the

family?

A Ch, yes,

Everybody knows that?

That it was in the family? |
Yes. ?
Ch, yes. !

Hip wife's family. |
That's right.
And it has been operated.

Yes.

O > L B L > O > O

Now, you mentioned something about Mr. Guerra wh
filed this petition to remove some of the school board
members. And you mentioned that he had not filed against
the Judge's nephew, Is that right?

A He filed on four,

Q Oke&y. But he did not file on Schuanemann or
Gua jardo or Carrilloe?

A That's correct.

o
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Q Did anybody ever file on them?

A The County Attorney,

Q ficardo Garcia’

A That' s correct.

Q On this political party thing, on what side is
Ricardo Garcia? Would he be over there on your side of
the party?

A That's correct.

Q So he would not be on the Judge's side?

A Not 1if he is going to remove his nephews.

Q I am trying to find out on what political side.

A That's right.

Q Of course, no action was téken as to them?

A No.

Q I guess the election took care of that problem.

A Termine ted,

Q Now, one of the fellows that was removed was
Bercaw.

A That's correct.

Q He was here last anight.

A Yeasn,

Q And you herd about the questions I asked him

about the history of the besrd, the type of business they

hid done with Couling and so forth?

Lo A

That's righe,
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Q You don't know if those were enough reasons to

ﬁ have him removed?

A Me?

Q Yesa.

A No. I don't know anything.

Q You don't know if'the Judge alrecady knew about
these thinga?

A I don't know.

Q 50 if some of these thinge had already been
brought to his attemtion and he might be thinking that a
petition was going to be filed and they are going to be

removed anyway, because of what they had done in the past,

you don't know if he had had that in the back of his mind |
vhen he was talking to you? }

A Mr. Chavez, from the testimony I have heard here|
1£f Mrx. 0. P. Carrillo was going to remove Trusteas for
that effact, because they were for some illegality, I
presume that he could have done it before when they
were trading with his own store.

Q But at that time, everybody belonged to the same
mppy political family, because George Parr still ran the
show, didn’t he?

A That's right, but the way I understand, Mr.
Chmvex, & good Judge starts at home.

Q Well, according to the testimony we have heard
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here, he could start in a loc of homes.
A That ‘s correct also.
- MR. CHAVEZ: Thank you. That's all, Mr.
Chairman.
CHAIRMAN HALE: Thank you, Mr, Chavez.
Are there any further questions of this
witness?
Mr. Canales, do you have anything further on
this witness?
MR. CANALES: 1 would just like Mr.
Cansles to elaborate on one point which he brought out

earlier, as far as politics in Duval County.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR, CANALES

Q Mr. Cansles, you said that "politics were sort
of a way of 1ife."” Would that be because Duval County
has not got any significant amount of industry, and all
the jobs that are available in Duval County are efther
with the Water District, with the County, with the Scheool
Distyicts, the respective School Districts?

And, 1if that is true, wouldn't it be true that

anybody who controls the boards that run these particular
governaental sgencles, would control, in effect, the

economy of the entire County? Would that be a fair
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statement?
A That's a fair statement. Yes.
Q Whoever controls the Boards and the County

Commissioners Court controls the entire economy of the

entire County?
A That's correct,
MR, CANALES: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Anything else from this

! witness?

Fine. Thank you, Mr. Canales, for your
appearance hers,
(The witness, Mr, F. H. Cantles, was excused,)

MR. CANALES: Mr, Chairman, I notice that
it'e 11:30 and 4t was brought to my attention that the
Committee was hoping to adjourn at this time. I have
soss more witnesses, 1f you want them. But we are here
at the leisure of the Chair.

CHAIRMARN HALE: Mr, Canales, as you are
well avere, wve ware here til 2:00 a.n, this morning and
we've had & long day on the Floor of the House., And I
know all the Comaittees sre weary-—the Committee members

are, ae i3 the Chair, and I am sure you are.

I think we #re going to terminate the testimony

at this time for this evening.

Let the Chair advise all who are interested in

|
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taese prez.edings that we had & meetring of cthe . omiit: oo
yesterday aud ir was decided at that time that we wonld
not be taking &ny further testimony on N~aturday or
Sunday. It was further decided that we would not be
taking testimony Monday night. There are other matters
which necessitate the pregence of the Conmittee members
on Honday night, so we will not have a neeting for
testimonial purposes Monday night.

We will be having a meeting and the Chsir will
call a meeting Monday, some time, Mr. Mitchell, to take
dction on your subpoenas. If you can provide me with
some type of little summary &8 to pertinent testimony
by each witness between now and Monday, or by Monday
morning some time, or any time Monday, I will call a
meeting of the Committee then and we will take up the
matter of these subpoenas.

MR. MITCHELL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr. Kaster?
MR. KASTER: Since we are not going to
Ba meeting until Tuesday—
CHAIRMAN HALE: We will be meeting Monday
on the call of the Chair,
MR, KASTER: I am talking about as far
a8 testimony &and witnesses, is theix some provision that

the witnesses undar subpoena could go home with the
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understanding that they return, those that are still under
subpoena on Tuesday? Otherwise, as I understand ic, we
are going to have to bear the expensa of them being here,
and I am sure it's an inconvenience to them to be here
throughout this time.
CHAIRMAN HALE: That's trus. Any of the
witnesses who are under subpoena are free to return
home, as far as the Committee 18 concerned, so long &s
you will be available to us on Tuesday night and the
other nights when the Committee meets. We will have no
reason for you to be here between now &and probably 8:00
o'clock Tuesday evening,
The Chair is of the opinion, as I stated, at
the meeting last night in response to an inquiry from i
someone, that as long as they stay within call of the
Committee, and inside the State of Texas, I'm of the
opinion they have not violated the subpoena, in any
event.
MR. KASTER: Are there any of the witnesses
that Mr. Canales is through with, and Mr. Mitchell is
through with, that we Eould release from subpoena, so
that they won't have to make the trip back?
CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr. Canales, did you hear
the question? Mr. Mitchell?

MR. CANALES: Mr. Chairman, would the .
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AUSTIN, TEXAS



4L L4y

witnesges that I have please stand up sv [ can see. I
don't know just exacily—

Cleofas Gonzalez, I don't know if Mr. Mitchell
wants to talk to him, or if the Ccommittee wants to talk
to him, so I imagine he will remsin.

CHAIRMAN HALE: Yes.

MR, CANALES: Mr. Canales, I don't know.

You have heard his testimony. Does anybody want him to
remain?

CHAIRMAN HALE: Mr, Mitchell, do you see

any necessity for Mr., Canales returning?

MR. MITCHELL: I am Iin the process of
preparing & clause, pursuant to the blueprint set out
by the Chairman. The various witnesses, I don't belleve
I ﬁill have any of the gentlemen from the store who
invoked the Fifth. I think that would be a useless act
and I don't think— |

CHAIRMAN HALE: That's Mr, Couling, I think|
I believe we've already excused Mr. Couling, haven't we,
I belleve?

MR. MITCHELL: VYes,.

MR, CANALES: He was excused,

CHAIRMAN HALE: He's in better hands in

this Committee,

MR. XASTER: Let me put it this way: Could
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we just have him available, so we could call him.

MR. CANALES: Mr. Chairman, these people

!
are available and they will present themselves. They don't

necessarily have to remsin under subpoena. I am sure it

- would be a8 lot less expensive for the Committee to have

them come up 8nd pay them &t the time they come up, than
to have them on & constant retainer, or whatever,

MR. KASTER: Right. 1In other words, you
might have your witnesees for Tuesday that you c&n and
Just let the rest of them stay there, until we call them,

CHAIRMAN HALE: That would be satisfactory,
Mx. Canales.

MR, MITCHELL: That's satisfactery with us,
They don't naeed to be here, 2e far as we are concerned.

CHATIRMAN HALE: The ones then that you need
to ask questions of, we can have them returned,

MR. CANALES: Mr, Chafrman, 1 would like
to know who will be released so I can work out with them
for their days’' present hers, so :far as compémnsstion goes,

and I cen pressnt it to the Chairman and that way I'll

kno. deafinitaky who is going and who is coming &and whatnof

It will be esagier thn to just summarily eay that you are
all gome, or what?
CHAIRMAN HALE: It is my understanding from

Mr. Kaster's inquiry and the Chair is in agreement that
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they can all go home, without violating the subpoena,
if they will_ be &vailable, so that we can notify them

vhan to be here.

MR, CANALES: My only point is, Mr. |

Chairman, that I belleve, |

Mr, Johnson, are they, while they are under i

subpoena, being paid regardless of whether they dre here |
or illowud to go some place? How does it work?

MR, JOHNSON: I think only when they are
in actendatice on the Committea.

CHAIRMAN HALE: The pay is the same, if I
raad the Legislucive Reorganization Act correctly, they
ares entitlad to the same pay &nd milesge thit & sember
of the Qrand Jury is entitled to; whatever that fs, in
Travis County, we'll have to £ind out. But they are
not going to get rich on the pay they get from attending
this Committas mesting.

S0, 1 think it would be to their interest not
to be hare as little us they hive to ba, from the stand-
poiat of sost.

MR. CANALES: Will they have the option
of ehoosfng batwesn & San Diego Grand Jury and an Austin
Gend Jury, the pay? |

CHATRMAN HALE: From what wa've heard
tmmt, we night net be #b¥le to pay the going rate that
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Duval County has paid. ,

MR, CANALES: Mr. Chairman, I would like |

|

to request the Chair direct the Clerk to deliver whatever!
I

forms are necessary to these people to fiil out &nd I ;

will have them delivered and let them fill out the days |
that they ware actually in attendance, so they can re-
submit them to the Clerk.

CBAIRMAW HAALE: You are talking sabout for

. reimbursement?

MR. CANALES: Yes, for reimbursement.

CHAIRMAN HALE: I don't have any of the
forms here.

MR, CANALES: Doesn't the Clerk have them?
Thet 45 what I asked.

CHAIRMAN HALE: I am sure we don't have
any up here. If you will contact Mr. Reynolds tomorrow,
Mx. Reynolde will have those forms avallablae.

MR, CANALES: Is that all for this evening?

CHAIRMAR HALE: 1I1Is there anything further
thiet we need to do at the Committe this evening? Do
&ny mambers of the Committee have anything further that
we meed to transace?

Mr. Johnson, do you think of anything else that
we need to do this evtntng?
If not then, Mr. Maloaey moves that the
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Committee stand recessed until 8:00 o'clock, Tuesday
evening, or such earlier time as the Chair mady call a
meeting.

I1s there any objection to the motion?

The Chair hears none. We stand recessed.
(Gavel.)

(Whereupon at 11:45 p.m. the hearing was
recessed to reconvene at 8:00 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday,

May 27, 1975.)

Hyt
L
o
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